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Principal Coffee House | 1/23 - a
Chat
Report Cards 1/24 St. Johns County Schools

Wierda’s Weekly Words

Dear Parents and Friends of Ocean Palms,

A short week but filled with adventure! Hope your long weekend was wonderful and that you are fully energized
for the week ahead.

I would like to congratulate fifth grader Cameron Black who represented Ocean Palms with excellence in the
District Spelling Bee yesterday. He made it through the difficult third round and did an outstanding job. We are
so very proud of Cameron!

I am enthused to invite you to join me for my first Principal Coffee Chat on Monday morning, January 23", at 9:00
a.m. in the Kitchen Resource Room. I will have a short presentation on our new Common Core Standards and the
latest FCAT information, and will then open up the floor to you for questions, comments, and concerns. Ilook
forward to learning with you, and getting to know you better.

Report Cards are coming home on January 24", and I urge you again to take the time to discuss grades and
achievement with your children, keeping in mind that perfection is not always the goal. My own goal for our
students is deep learning and understanding of content as well as enough rigor to ensure that learning and
engagement are ongoing while the joy of school is maintained. I also hope to fill our students’ learning toolbox
with the strategies needed for lifelong learning. This is not simply rhetoric. I want our children to know how to
engage actively with text, to write using effective authors’ strategies, to learn how to synthesize information, to
predict, infer and make connections, and so much more. My mission is to produce children of great character
who know how to learn, not just those who can memorize and repeat information. I am sure that we can all
remember the days when we would memorize content and forget it moments after the test. Let's continue to
work together to ensure that learning is authentic and lifelong for our children! It matters.

I invite you to come and check out our new Book of the Month, The Other Side, in our Main Office. This is a
beautiful book that celebrates diversity and emphasizes friendship. I know that you and your children will love
this beautiful writing and the lovely message of this book. See Ms. Higbea to check out this book today!

On a final note, I did want to let you know that I am asking for our children not to chew gum in school.
Unfortunately we have found gum on our grounds, playground, furniture, and carpets, as well as on our
children's shoes. I want to take very good care of what we have, and also prepare our children for Middle School
and the future work world. I hope that you will support me and our teachers as we eliminate gum chewing from
the school day.

I wish you all a wonderful week of work, reading, and making a difference in our community and beyond.

Betsy Wierda

Learning Leader
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After School Enrichment Programs at OPE

Join in on the After School Fun at Ocean Palms! Look for
details on how to sign up in the Winter 2012 ASEP Flyer.
Payment and Sign-up Forms are due on January 25th!
Register Today. Classes run from January 30th-
March 26th.

JANUARY

BOOK OF THE MONTH
JANUARY 2012

Machai Taylor, 5th Grade
Nadya Cubano, 2nd Grade

Report Cards—]January 24th!
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OPE Athlete Speaker Series

On Wednesday, January 18th, OPE welcomed our first speaker in our new Athlete

Speaker Series - Almon Gunter of Aimon Gunter Motivates, Inc. Almon is a life

coach who focuses on mental and physical fitness. He is a highly acclaimed motivational

and inspirational public speaker, an author, and a consultant, as well as a two -time U.S.
Olympic Trial Qualifier in track and field. He uses his past experiences on the track to

help motivate others in the game of life. 160 OPE students, recognized for exhibiting
characteristics attributed to November's Pillar - Citizenship and January's Pillar -

Respect had the opportunity to hear Almon live. Mr. Gunterds present g
so all OPE students will have the opportunity to hear his message.

Relay for Life

Relay for Life wi2?2

Ocean Palms PTO woul d

volunteer to be the Team Captain.,
Kati e Reasoner at koreasoner @y
the $150. 00 entry fee for the




Allow Betsy Wierda, Melisa Norwich, Jenny Boone,

Deb Higbea, Kim Susice, and Sandi Watson
to serve YOU at Aqua Grill on February 7, 2012

TIPS FOR KIDS’ SAKE

Tuesday, February 7, 2012
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Betsy, Melisa, Jenny, Deb, Kim and Sandi will be serving dinner at
AQUA GRILL

and will be donating all their tips to Big Brothers Big Sisters of St. Johns County.

Reservations Requested.

Please call Aqua Grill at 285-3017

OPE TRIATHLON TEAM ® ) ®
Healthy Kids
_ N _ o . Initiative is .
OPE will be organizing a Triathlon Team again this year to . .
participate in the First Coast Kids Triathlon on April 29th at the happy to
University of North Florida. Last year, our first year as a team, . announce .
OPE had one of the top 10 teams in size, with around 65 . .
students competing.  Local, accomplished triathletes helped our F h F .
students prepare for race day by coaching at weekly swim, bike . res ruit .
and run training sessions, holding several educational triathlon . Frida l .
clinics, as well as, a practice triathlon. We expect an even bigger y
team this year! . January 20th .
Registration for the triathlon opens on February 1st. Practices . One type of .
begin in March.  Visit http://www.firstcoastkidstriathlon.com for . .
more information and for registration. When registering, be sure . fresh fruit will be .
to indicate Ocean Palms as your 'TEAM'. To be added to the . offered FREE to.
OPE team roster, please contact Megan Woods at
meganwoods7@yahoo.com. . students at .
e, @ snacktime! @
- ® ®



