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Dear Parents and  Friends of Ocean Palms, 

A short week but filled with adventure! Hope your long weekend was wonderful and that you are fully energized 
for the week ahead. 

I would like to congratulate fifth grader Cameron Black who represented Ocean Palms with excellence in the 
District Spelling Bee yesterday.  He made it through the difficult third round and did an outstanding job.  We are 
so very proud of Cameron! 

I am enthused to invite you to join me for my first Principal Coffee Chat on Monday morning, January 23rd, at 9:00 
a.m. in the Kitchen Resource Room.  I will have a short presentation on our new Common Core Standards and the 
latest FCAT information, and will then open up the floor to you for questions, comments, and concerns.  I look 
forward to learning with you, and getting to know you better. 

Report Cards are coming home on January 24th, and I urge you again to take the time to discuss grades and 
achievement with your children, keeping in mind that perfection is not always the goal. My own goal for our 
students is deep learning and understanding of content as well as enough rigor to ensure that learning and 
engagement are ongoing while the joy of school is maintained. I also hope to fill our students’ learning toolbox 
with the strategies needed for lifelong learning.  This is not simply rhetoric.  I want our children to know how to 
engage actively with text, to write using effective authors’ strategies, to learn how to synthesize information, to 
predict, infer and make connections, and so much more. My mission is to produce children of great character 
who know how to learn, not just those who can memorize and repeat information. I am sure that we can all 
remember the days when we would memorize content and forget it moments after the test. Let's continue to 
work together to ensure that learning is authentic and lifelong for our children!  It matters. 

I invite you to come and check out our new Book of the Month, The Other Side, in our Main Office. This is a 
beautiful book that celebrates diversity and emphasizes friendship. I know that you and your children will love 
this beautiful writing and the lovely message of this book.  See Ms. Higbea to check out this book today! 

On a final note, I did want to let you know that I am asking for our children not to chew gum in school.  
Unfortunately we have found gum on our grounds, playground, furniture, and carpets, as well as on our 
children's shoes.  I want to take very good care of what we have, and also prepare our children for Middle School 
and the future work world. I hope that you will support me and our teachers as we eliminate gum chewing from 
the school day. 

I wish you all a wonderful week of work, reading, and making a difference in our community and beyond. 

 

 

Betsy Wierda 

Learning Leader 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 

JANUARY 2012  

Machai Taylor, 5th Grade 

Nadya Cubano, 2nd Grade 

JANUARY 19TH OTTERS OF THE WEEK 

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ ¢ŜŀƳ ¢ƛǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪ 
5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ мΦм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ 
ƧƻōǎΣ Ϸнос ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ϸот ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǇŀȅǊƻƭƭǎΚ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
ƻƛƭΦ   

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ŘƻŜǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΦ Lǘ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŏǳǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ оΩȄ н Ψ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƻǊ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƧŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪΦ  ¢ƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǊŀȊƻǊ ƪƴƛŦŜ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ 
ƛǘ ǳǇΦ  /ŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ пл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ōȅ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ 
ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 

Brought to you by the Green Team of 
OPE 

 

TARGET AND OPES  

Target Visa Card gives back 1% to Ocean Palms.  If you have a Target Visa, please 
make sure you have OPE designated to receive the funds.  Last year we raised 
over $1,000 from the Target Visa program. 

After School Enrichment Programs at OPE 

Join in on the After School Fun at Ocean Palms!  Look for 

details on how to sign up in the Winter 2012 ASEP Flyer.  

Payment and Sign-up Forms are due on January 25th!  

Register Today.  Classes run from January 30th-

March 26th. 

Report Cards—January 24th! 

FIELD OF DREAMS BASEBALL 

Aberdeen Park 

1401 Shetland Drive 

St. Johns, FL  32259 

www.FODBaseball.com 

Field of Dreams is a specially designed baseball field that 

will allow mentally or physically disabled children living in 

or near St. Johns County, FL the opportunity to play 

baseball.  Any special needs child from 5 to 18, or up to age 

21 if still in high school, can register  REGISTRATION IS 

NOW OPEN.  Fee is $40, inc. full uniform.   Open House 

& Orientation Day is January 7th, 9 am to 12 noon at Field 

of Dreams Aberdeen Park.  Opening Day is February 11th. 



Page 3 Pa lms Post  Volume 1,  I ssue 18  

Melisa Norwich  

Learning Leader  

Parent Drop-Off and Pick-Up 

The safety of students and staff 

continues to be our top priority. A 

day of rain and/or cold weather 

increases our number of car riders 

and adds some extra time to arrival 

and dismissal. On severe weather 

days, students are not being marked 

tardy until after the car loop has 

emptied for arrival. I know it can 

take some extra time to drive through 

the established arrival and dismissal 

lane, but we do work to keep traffic 

moving and, most importantly, we 

can watch your child enter the 

building.. 

Thank you for your continuing 

cooperation and patience. 

Zone Waivers for School Year 

2012/2013   If  your child is 
currently attending OPES on an 

approved zone waiver, of if you have 

moved, you MUST complete a new 

waiver to remain at OPE for the 

upcoming school year/ 

The 2012 -13 Application 
Process opened on January 9, 
2012 and will close on March 
30, 2012.  

"Know the Law" Guide  Book 

Know the Law is provided for you by 

PACT Prevention Coalition, the St. 

Johns County Sheriffôs Office, the 

St. Johns County School District and 

the State Attorneyôs Office in hope 

that it will become a valuable tool 

for students, parents and guardians. 

It is designed to help you know and 

understand the laws and their 

consequences as they apply to you. 

When making decisions about 

behavior, you should always take the 

time to consider the law and weigh 

the consequences before you act.  

ñIgnorance of the lawò is never an 

acceptable excuse for bad behavior. 

Copies are available at our front 

desk. 

 

Melisa Norwich  

Learning Leader  

OPE Athlete Speaker Series  
On Wednesday, January 18th, OPE welcomed our  first speaker in our new Athlete 
Speaker Series - Almon Gunter of Almon Gunter Motivates, Inc.   Almon  is a life 

coach  who focuses on mental and physical fitness.   He is a highly acclaimed motivational 
and inspirational public speaker, an author, and a consultant, as well as a two -time U.S. 
Olympic Trial Qualifier in track and field. He uses his past experiences on the track to 

help motivate others in the game of life.   160 OPE students, recognized for exhibiting 
characteristics attributed to November's Pillar - Citizenship and January's Pillar - 
Respect had the opportunity to hear Almon live.   Mr. Gunterõs presentation was recorded 

so all OPE students will have the opportunity to hear his message.  

Relay for Life  
Relay for Life will be held on April 21-22 at Ponte Vedra High School. The 
Ocean Palms PTO would like to sponsor a team.  We are looking for a 
volunteer to be the Team Captain. If you are interested, please contact 
Katie Reasoner at koreasoner@yahoo.com. The PTO will cover 
the $150.00 entry fee for the event. 



OPE will be organizing a Triathlon Team again this year to 
participate in the First Coast Kids Triathlon on April 29th at the 
University of North Florida.   Last year, our first year as a team, 
OPE had one of the top 10 teams in size, with around 65 
students competing.   Local, accomplished triathletes helped our 
students prepare for race day by  coaching at  weekly swim, bike 
and run training sessions, holding several educational triathlon 
clinics, as well as,  a practice triathlon.   We expect an even bigger 
team this year!  

 

Registration for the triathlon opens on February 1st.  Practices 

begin in March.   Visit http://www.firstcoastkidstriathlon.com for 
more information and for registration.   When registering, be sure 
to indicate Ocean Palms as your 'TEAM'.    To be added to the 
OPE team roster, please contact Megan Woods at 
meganwoods7@yahoo.com.   

  

OPE TRIATHLON TEAM 
Healthy Kids 

Initiative is 

happy to 

announce 

Fresh Fruit 

Friday! 

 January 20th 

One type of 

fresh fruit will be 

offered FREE to 

students at 

snack time! 

Allow Betsy Wierda, Melisa Norwich, Jenny Boone, 

Deb Higbea, Kim Susice, and Sandi Watson 

to serve YOU at Aqua Grill on February 7, 2012 

TIPS FOR KIDS’ SAKE 

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 

5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Betsy, Melisa, Jenny, Deb, Kim and Sandi will be serving dinner at 

AQUA GRILL 

and will be donating all their tips to Big Brothers Big Sisters of  St. Johns County. 

 

Reservations Requested. 

Please call Aqua Grill at 285-3017 


