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Dear Ocean Palms Families,
February was filled with activities to help our students build confidence,
skills, knowledge and friendships. Students participated in the Kids Heart
Challenge, the Kindness Card project and the Staff vs. Student Battle of the
Books. Our goal continues to be finding ways to help our students grow as
leaders.
Students took part in the Kids Heart Challenge with Coach B! They learned
about heart health and practiced individual, partner and long jump rope skills.
Not only did students raise $4,543 but over 80 students joined the endurance
club by completing 1, 2, or 3 minutes of jump roping.
Our 5th Grade Ambassadors were busy during the month of February
spreading kindness and encouraging others to do the same. Student Ambassadors discussed the value of being kind, ways to pass kindness forward and
organized the Kindness Cards initiative. They researched various charities
and voted to donate all proceeds from the Kindness Card sales to the J.T.
Townsend Foundation. All students celebrated “Kindness Month” by completing the activities listed on the February Kindness calendar and buying Kindness Cards to spread cheer. This event raised over $1,000! Speaking of
spreading kindness... a member of our community heard about the Kindness
project and vowed to match the amount raised. WOW, OPE Otters, their families, and our community practice kindness everyday!
In preparation for the District Battle of the Books, students competed
against staff in the OPE Battle of the Books challenge. It was an impressive
battle but in the end the younger crowd took the prize! Nice job students, best
of luck at the District competition on March 11th.
Lastly, we want to thank the many parents who completed the Needs Assessment survey. We are so grateful for the strong team OPE continues to
build between our school and the community. Your input and feedback help us
to always progress toward being the best we can possibly be. Thank you!
Sincerely,

March
Character Counts - Trustworthiness

1-5 Celebrate Literacy Week Plan for fun dress up days!
8 - PTO Meeting 9:00 a.m.
11 - District Battle of the Books
14 - Daylight Savings
17-19 Spring Break Long Weekend
25 - SAC Meeting (3:15-4:15)
30 - Individual Spring Picture Day

April
Character Counts - All Pillars

2 - Student / Teacher Holiday
8 - Third Quarter Ends
9 - Teacher Planning Day
12-16 Third grade FSA Reading
and fourth and fifth grade FSA
Writing Assessment Window
15 - SAC Meeting (3:15-4:15)
19-23 Otterpalooza Spring Auction
More information coming soon!
19 - Report Cards posted on HAC
at 12:00 p.m.

Tiffany Cantwell and Lisa Brubaker

22 - Earth Day

OPE Administration Team

26-30 Spring Book Fair

Kids Heart Challenge

JUMP, JUMP, JUMP!

Ambassadors Show First Responders Gratitude
Ocean Palms Elementary School students, both past and present, as well as organizations
throughout the community collaborated on a special project to thank area first responders.
Seventy-five special “thank you” gifts were sent to four fire stations and sheriff offices in the
area.
From reusable water bottles, to snacks to create a to-go snack bar, to reusable bags and gift
cards to local eateries, these heroes were recognized for their dedication to our community.
In addition to the current 5th-grade student ambassadors, two Ponte Vedra High School students, both former ambassadors, also helped lead the cause. Belle Benson inspired the
cheerleading squad at the high school to donate snacks for the responders. Additionally,
Grayson Rigby helped assemble the gifts and deliver them.

Farese, Lisa. “Ambassadors Show First Responders Gratitude”.

Character Counts
Recognition for Caring
Kindergarten

Emery Blankenship, Annalise Bridges, William Cosgrove, Harper Dixon, Eli Weeks

1st Grade

Prisha Das, Mia Garcia, Adhya Kolyankana, Henry Jonsson, Brittany Moore,
Scarlett Shea

2nd Grade

Sophia DeJesus, Nayelie Dickey, Hudson Fox, Lucy Moser, Bridget White,
Manikanta Yegnamurthy

3rd Grade

Adah Bales, Juliana Childers, Sophiana DeCastro, Maggie Henderson, Dillon Lee,
Addison Moore, Liam Singer

4th Grade

Kiki Debrueys, Lavezz Harry, Alex Leivent, Skyler Rivkin, Kammy Whirity

5th Grade

Joanna Bales, Leila Dixon, Mila Koljonen, Aubrey Moore, Cooper Whirity, Max Wyeth

OPE Students Have AMAZING CHARACTER!
Character Counts
Recognition for Respect
Kindergarten

Aiden Bagunu, Everett McMillen, Landon Sharp, Abby Wonderly

1st Grade

Ana Alonzo, Sloane Cook, Owen Koppenhafer, Fabiana Rodas, Cade Rosendahl,
Hayley Stroud

2nd Grade

Asher Berquist, Addison Blankenship, Charles Chaney, Eli DeCastro, Owen McCaslin,
Elaina Roberts, Oscar Wyeth

3rd Grade

Madelyn Carrouth, Rosabella Johnson, Michael Lesso, Rocco Milo, Olivia Peacock,
Londan Swafford, Terrell Swanson, Dillon Rowe

4th Grade

Benjamin Bi-Ji, Will Cavanaugh, Reese Donovan, Ella Puzey

5th Grade

Luke Canon, Ila Crowe, Ellana Harper, Jocelyn Hoffmann, Camden Maddox,
Finnigan Melvin

NEXT BOX TOPS COLLECTION

ENDS MARCH 1, 2021
The deadline to submit Box Tops is March 1,
2021. It’s easier than ever with the new app!
You can still be sure your earnings go to the
class of your choice by using the “give credit” (star icon) button after you’ve scanned.
All receipts must be scanned within 14 days of
your date of purchase to be redeemed.

Did you know that you can send your receipts
to OPE’s front office and we will scan them for
you?
That’s right, if downloading the app doesn’t
sound appetizing to you, just send us your
receipts within 14 days and we’ll handle the
job for you.
Thanks & happy shopping!

Calling all Ocean Palms Furry Friends
Do you have a favorite furry friend at home? If so, please
consider joining us on March 15 for a photo opportunity,
“Furry Friends of the Carline” or email Jess Weeks a picture
of your furry friend at Jessica.Weeks@stjohns.k12.fl.us.

Every morning we see the faces of adorable pets pressing
their noses against the car windows at car drop off and pick
up. We would love to feature those special friends in a yearbook section titled, “Furry Friends of the Carline”.

On March 15th we will be taking pictures of all of our furry
friends at the front of the car line during student drop off. All
we ask is that you pull to the front of the line to drop your
student off and roll down your car window for a quick photo if
you would like to participate.

Spring Testing is Approaching
What an unprecedented and unique year! Parents, your children have shown resilience and
perseverance during the school closures of last spring and the reopening this year. To say
we’re in awe of your children is an understatement! We are proud that we get to work with
such amazing kids each and every day. With Spring testing approaching, it can be a time of
anxiousness, but we implore you to have conversations with your children as this is a great
opportunity to see their growth in learning. Thank you for encouraging him or her to do his or
her best. We look forward to seeing the academic growth of our OPE students this spring.

Florida Statewide Assessments (FSA)
While there are many details that have not yet been released from the state, we would like
to update all families on the information we do have to share. All students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th
grades will participate in the Florida Statewide Assessment Program. When specific dates have
been released, your child(ren)’s classroom teacher will share perinate testing information with
you. Florida Department of Education does not allow districts to provide a virtual testing
option for the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) for the 2020-2021 school year. According
to the state Department of Education, “We are not considering remote proctoring or at-home
testing for any of Florida’s K-12 summative or postsecondary assessments in 2020-21”.
If you have any questions related to test administration, please contact Faie Pellegrino at
547-3772 or visit the FSA Portal at www.FSAssessments.org.

Florida Statewide Assessments (FSA)
If you would like to review the materials, paper-based practice tests and answer keys are
available at http://www.FSAssessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/paper-basedpractice-test-materials/. For information regarding test session lengths for all Spring 2021 FSA
assessments, please visit the FSA Portal at www.FSAssessments.org, click on the Students and
Families icon, select the Frequently Asked Questions card, then select the question: “How long
are the tests?” Please review the following policies with your child(ren) before FSA.
Electronic Devices - Students are not permitted to have any electronic devices, including, but
not limited to, cell phones, smartphones, and smartwatches, at any time during testing or during breaks (e.g., restroom), even if the devices are turned off or students do not use them. If
your student is found with an electronic device, his or her test will be invalidated. Calculators
are not permitted during Mathematics tests.
Testing Rules Acknowledgment - All FSA tests include a Testing Rules Acknowledgment
printed in the student’s test and answer book that reads: “I understand the testing rules that
were just read to me. If I do not follow these rules, my test score may be invalidated.” Prior to
testing, test administrators read the rules to students, and students acknowledge that they understand the testing rules by signing below the statement in their test and answer book.
Discussing Test Content after Testing - The last portion of the testing rules read to students before they sign below the Testing Rules Acknowledgment states: “Because the content
in all statewide assessments is secure, you may not discuss or reveal details about the test content (including test items, passages, and prompts) after the test. This includes any type of electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, or posting online, for example, on Facebook,
Twitter, Snapchat, or Instagram.” Please make sure your student understands that “discussing”
test content includes any kind of electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, posting
to social media, or sharing online. While students may not share information about secure test
content after testing, this policy is not intended to prevent students from discussing their testing experiences with their parents/families.
Working Independently - Students are responsible for doing their own work during the test
and for protecting their answers from being seen by others. If students are caught cheating
during testing, their tests will be invalidated. In addition, the Florida Department of Education
(FDOE) employs Caveon Test Security to analyze student test results to detect unusually similar
answer patterns. Student tests within a school that are found to have extremely similar answer
patterns will be invalidated.
Leaving Campus - If your child leaves campus before completing a test session (e.g., for
lunch, an appointment, illness), he or she will not be allowed to return to that test session.
If your student does not feel well on the day of testing, it may be best for him or her to wait and
be tested on a make-up day. Please remember not to schedule appointments on testing days.
Testing Accommodations - If your child has an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a Section 504
plan, or is an English Language Learner (ELL), please contact the school to discuss the testing
accommodations that will be provided for your child.

Ocean Palms Elementary
2021-2022 School Year

Welcoming the Class of 2034
Online Registration begins in
March!
Please visit our Registration Webpage for details.
http://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us/registration/
If you have questions, please email vicki.morales@stjohns.k12.fl.us

Grades and Attendance Records are Online
REGISTER TODAY!

