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Dear Ocean Palms Families,                                                                                 

 Welcome back to the Otter Raft returning families!  For our new families, we 

are eager for you to “hop on the raft” and get a feel for why our school motto is; 

Everyday. Everyone. Everything Matters! As is our OPE tradition, soon you will 

enjoy the support of our Otter families, staff and amazing PTO. We firmly believe 

Ocean Palms will continue to be a School of Excellence and we can not wait to 

open our doors for you to join us for an amazing 2022-2023 school year!                                                                                           

 A welcome email from your child’s teacher will be sent between                

(3:00-3:30) on Monday, August 8th. The beginning of a new school year is so 

exciting as it provides a “reset” from the previous year and also some wonder-

ful opportunities to develop new positive relationships. Our administrative team 

has invested a great deal of time and thought to place students in a learning 

environment we believe will be a great fit. Also taken into consideration was 

the valuable input from staff and families. We feel confident that your student’s 

teacher will provide a learning environment that will help them grow academi-

cally and socially. Please encourage your child as they acclimate to a new 

grade, peer group, and teacher.                                                                          

 The “Meet the Teacher” event, will be Tuesday, August 9th  between           

(8:00-11:00). We hope you will stop by to meet your child’s teacher, drop off 

school supplies, and visit our mini-book fair in the cafeteria. Online school supply 

orders will be in your child’s classroom at Meet the Teacher. Our fabulous PTO 

will be in the cafeteria with school spirit wear, membership information, volunteer 

opportunities, and a photo area where you can take your child’s picture to com-

memorate their first day of school. Don’t forget every Friday is school spirit day.  

Both students and staff will proudly be wearing their OPE gear!                                   

 Safety and security for our students and staff remains our number one              

priority. To access the building the first day of school and beyond you must 

be an approved visitor. This includes walking your student to class the 

first three days of school. Don’t wait to complete the School Access form as it 

can take several days to process. Detailed information about how to apply for 

school access can be found on p.2 of this newsletter.                                                                                   

 It is truly a privilege to provide the leadership at this school. The 2022-2023 

year is going to be filled with rigorous academics, fun learning activities and 

many opportunities for our community to come together to show their Palms 

Pride!  We cannot wait to see you! 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 
Tiffany Cantwell, Lisa Brubaker, and Brad Johnson                                                                                                                              

OPE Administration Team  

August            

8 - Teachers will send families                            

a welcome email (3:00-3:30)  

9 - Meet the Teacher (8:00-11:00) 

10 – First day of school for PreK and              

students in grades (1-5)  

10-12 - Kindergarten Staggered Start  

15 - All Kindergarten students report to 

school 

22 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00)  

22 – Tea and Tissues for OPE families in 

the cafeteria (9:00-10:00) 

September 

5 – Labor Day/No School 

12 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00)  

13 – Interims posted on HAC 

15 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

19-20 – Health Screenings Gr: K, 1, 3 

22 - Individual Student Pictures  

23 – Fifth Grade Classroom Spelling Bee 

29 – Teacher Open House (5:00-7:00) 

29 – Fall Family Night (5:00-8:00) 

29-10/7 – Fall Book Fair 

30 – Rain Date: Fall Family Night & Open 

House 

OPES-Parent-Student-Handbook-2022-2023.pdf (stjohns.k12.fl.us)  

https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/OPES-Parent-Student-Handbook-2022-2023.pdf


How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department (547-3952) right away for alternate 
steps. 

 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply


October           

10 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

10-14 – Canned Food Drive 

14 – First Quarter Ends 

17 - Teacher Planning Day/No School 

20 - School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

21 - Fifth Grade Spelling Bee: School Com-

petition (9:00-10:30) 

24-31 – Red Ribbon Week  

24 - Voting for My Future to be Drug Free - 

Wear Red, White, and Blue 

25 - My Future is Bright and Drug Free—

Wear Neon and Sunglasses 

26 -Team Up Against Drugs - Wear your 

favorite sports shirt or jersey 

27 - Your Choices are the Key to your 
Dreams - Choose to be Drug Free - Wear 

Pajama's to school 

28 - Choose to be Drug Free from Head to 

Toe - Wear Crazy Hair and Socks 

31 - Drugs are Scary - Choose to be Drug 
Free – Costume Day (Head coverings or 
masks that impair a student’s line of sight or 

ability to breath are not permitted.) 

 

What is Kindergarten Staggered Start?                                                  
Staggered Start provides an opportunity for the 
kindergarten teacher to work with a small group of 
students each day to teach rituals and routines and 
ensure students are comfortable with their environ-
ment before introducing them to the entire class.  

How does this work?                                                                  
On Tuesday, August 9, at Meet the Teacher Kinder-
garten families will select one day between 
Wednesday through Friday to attend school.  

 Wednesday, 8/10/22 - Dismissal 1:45  

 Thursday 8/11/22 - Dismissal 2:45 

 Friday, 8/12/22 - Dismissal 2:45 

Staggered Start Drop Off                                                
We are asking parents of kindergarten students 
who wish to walk their child to class during stag-
gered start to complete the visitor access applica-
tion (see p.2) and arrive at school between               
(8:40-9:00) on their designated day for check in. 
Please bring your photo ID.         

Lunch Accounts 

Prepayments to your child’s meal account 

with a debit or credit card can be made 

through Paypams. Log on to https://

paypams.com/ to set up your 

account. Payment can also be 

received by the food service 

manager in form of check or 

cash during your child’s lunch 

time. If a check is used, please indicate the 

student’s full name on the check in the memo 

section. Prepayment is encouraged as it assists 

in movement of students through the line. Free 

and reduced applications can be completed 

at Free & Reduced Meals – Food & Nutrition 
Services (stjohns.k12.fl.us) 

https://paypams.com/
https://paypams.com/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/food/free/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/food/free/




Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Home Page 
(membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Login (membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Fundraising 
(membershiptoolkit.com)  

https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/login-form?r=%2Fopen_forms
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising










School Messenger 

School Messenger is a rapid phone, text, and/or email notification system provided by 

our school district to communicate information efficiently. This system will be used for 

providing information to parents and guardians about safety, attendance, and school 

events.  Please visit https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/ for detailed infor-

mation. 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/



















