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Dear Otter Families,                                                                                     
 Run, Otter, Run! With over 13,800 laps completed and over $89,000 
raised for our school, this was an Otter Run of EPIC proportion!  Watching 
the students run, hop, skip, and dance around the track was unforgetta-
ble. Many of the teachers joined in the fun by wearing costumes, funny 
hair, and walking/jogging right alongside their students. All of this while 
the parents were cheering, marking laps on shirts, and taking a few laps 
themselves. This is OTTER PRIDE in action!  As with any big event, it 
takes the help of many to pull off such a successful fundraiser.  A BIG 
thank you to our PTO Otter Run chairs; Ashley Black, Isil Sareyyupoglu 
and Stephanie Fannin who thought of every detail to make this fundraiser 
so organized, exciting, and jubilant! Thank you, Coach Phil Squatrito (of 
Training for Warriors), Coach B and Coach Waters for motivating and en-
couraging us to push ourselves throughout the run. And how about that 
jammin’ music!  A special shout out to Amy Parent who pumped us up 
with lots of rockin’ tunes.  Finally, immeasurable gratitude to our parents 
and community members who supported the 2022 Otter Run every step 
of the way. Thank you for your donations, your time, your energy, and 
your cheers.  Thanks to your financial supports we are scheduled to in-
stall another playground structure over the Winter Break! The continued 
support from our community helps keep Ocean Palms as the best ele-
mentary school in St. Johns County!                                                         
 We also want to thank our PTO President, Jennifer Werba and the 
Executive Director for Peace of Heart Community, Mariela Groshell for 
organizing our Pig Kissing event with Miss Lily. The Peace of Heart Com-
munity is located off Roscoe Blvd. They are a non-profit organization 
whose vision is to create an environment where a meaningFULLife for 
persons with autism can be realized by fostering an atmosphere of love, 
happiness, and belonging where all life is valued, voices are heard, and 
talents are developed to make a difference in the world. Check out their 
social media sites for more information about this organization and their 
Farmer’s Market. Website - https://www.pohc.org/ , Facebook - https://
www.facebook.com/PeaceOfHeartCommunity, Instagram - https://
www.instagram.com/peaceofheartcommunity/                                                
 As we approach the season of caring and giving, we appreciate your 
many examples that are extended to our children and our school. We are 
very grateful to work in a community that fosters support for our school 
environment. Thank you to all our Community Partners, our PTO, volun-
teers and to our families. We truly appreciate you and all that you do for 

our students and staff. 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 

Tiffany Cantwell, Lisa Brubaker, and Brad Johnson                                                                                                                              

OPE Administration Team  

November        

11/14-12/2 – Holiday Toy Drive for OPE Otters 

through Smile. Amazon.com registry 

14 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

17 - Interims & SAC Mtg. (3:15-4:15) 

23 -25 - Thanksgiving Break/No School 

December  

5 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

11/14-12/2 – Holiday Toy Drive for OPE Otters 

through Smile. Amazon.com registry 

12 – 21 Holiday Hats / Festive Dress up for 

students and staff 

12 – PreK & Varying Exceptionalities (VE)  

Celebrations 

13 – Kindergarten Celebrations 

14 – First Grade Celebrations 

15 – Second Grade Celebrations 

15 – SAC Mtg. (10:00-11:00) 

16 – Third Grade Celebrations 

19 – Fourth Grade Celebrations 

20 – Fifth Grade Celebrations 

21 – Holiday Sing-along & Pajama Day 

21 – Second Quarter/First Semester Ends 

21 – Early Dismissal                                        

1:30 PreK and 1:45 Grades K-5 

22-1/3 - Winter Break/No School 
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January      

4 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

5 – Classes Resume for Students 

9 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

9-27 - F.A.S.T State Progress Monitoring  

Testing Window for grades (K-5) 

16 – Martin Luther King Day/No School 

17-31 – Kids Heart Challenge/Jump Rope for 

Heart  

18 – Report Cards posted on (HAC) 

19 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

23-27 Celebrate Literacy Week  

23 - We Are Wild About Reading - Wear your 

hair wild, animal print or mismatch clothes 

24 - Reading Can Take You Places - Dress up 

like you're on vacation or on a safari 

25 - Cozy up with a good book - Pajama Day 

26 - Words are Powerful! - Wear a shirt with a 
positive message or dress up like a vocabulary 

word 

27 - Be the Hero in your Story - Dress up like 

your favorite character 

February 

1/30-2/10 – Kindness Cards on Sale 

2 – Interims 

6 – Teacher In-service Day/No School 

13-17 – Random Acts of Kindness Week 

13 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

16 – SAC Mtg. (3:15-4:15) 

20 – Presidents’ Day/No School 

27 – Kindergarten Field Day 

28 – First Grade Field Day 

Holiday Cheer for Otters                                                                                                     
With the holidays quickly approaching, we 

would love to spread some holiday cheer to 

our very own Otter families in need. This year 

we are asking for items from an Amazon           

registry.  This has been a great way to give to 

our families and we are so thankful for your 

contributions.    

The registry is ready!  All items will be shipped 

to the Ocean Palms School Counselors and 

distributed to our families.  We are kindly re-

questing to have all donations received by 

December 2, 2022.  Thank you in advance for 

your thoughtfulness and willingness to lend a 

helping hand. All donations will benefit our 

Otters at Ocean Palms. https://

smile.amazon.com/wedding/holiday-cheer-

for-otters-ocean-palms-ponte-vedra-beach-

december-2022/registry/89QXH6P0IYOI  

Holiday meals for Otters                                            

In addition to the registry gifts, we would love 

to provide our Otters in need meals for the 

holidays with gift cards to Publix. Please use 

this link to sign up. We know this can be a fi-

nancially challenging time for many and are 

so grateful for any contributions we receive. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0C48AEAD2BA2FE3-holiday2  

Thank you for your kind, generous,           

contributions! 
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March     

TBD - Individual Spring Pictures (optional) 

1 – Second Grade Field Day  

2 – Read Across America Day - Happy Birth-

day Dr. Seuss – Wear your Dr. Seuss Attire 

3 – Fifth Grade Field Day  

4 – Otterpalooza 

6 – Third Grade Field Day 

7 – Fourth Grade Field Day  

8 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

9 – Third Quarter Ends 

9-12 – TPC Tournament  

10 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

13-17 – Spring Break/No School 

20 – Classes Resume 

23 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

28 – Report Cards posted on Home Access 

Center (HAC) 

April  

3 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

7 - Student/Teacher Holiday/No School 

10 – Student/Teacher Holiday/No School 

13 – Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast (8:45-

9:45) 

20 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

25 – Interims  

Treats for Troops                                                                                           
We believe teaching our children about the  re-

spect and honor due to our veterans and active 

military is an important part of  being a good 

citizen.  We are very proud of  our students for  

generously donating their Halloween candy to 

the USO at the Mayport Station. Thank you to 

our Student Ambassadors, Mrs. Faie Pelle-

grino, and Mr. Michael Proietto for sorting all 

the candy. Thank you Rachel 

Smith and parent volunteers 

who delivered all of  the treats!  

Can Collection Grand  Total = 1,178                                                              

Thank you to everyone who donated 

nonperishable food for our holiday 

canned food drive. We are proud of our 

students for their display of good            

citizenship.  

First Place Second Place Third Place  

Fifth Grade 

403 

Third Grade 

266 

Second Grade 

228 



STAY CONNECTED TO OPE! We encourage everyone to follow our PTO’s  

Instagram and Facebook pages for hot off the press information and   

fabulous footage of our school events!                                                                

OPE’s Website - https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us                                                                         

PTO’s Website - https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com                                                                                                                             

PTO’s Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/                                                                                        

PTO’s Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/opepto/ 

https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com
https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/
https://www.instagram.com/opepto/






Link up to Lunch  

OPE’s breakfast and lunch menu is now online.  Please visit 

the district website https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/

OceanPalmsElementary or use the QR Code to access the 

menu directly on your phone.  

https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary










How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department (547-3952) right away for alternate 
steps. 

 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply






Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Home Page 
(membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Login (membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Fundraising 

https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/login-form?r=%2Fopen_forms
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising










School Messenger 

School Messenger is a rapid phone, text, and/or email notification system provided by 

our school district to communicate information efficiently. This system will be used for 

providing information to parents and guardians about safety, attendance, and school 

events.  Please visit https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/ for detailed infor-

mation. 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/





