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“Do all the good you can, in all the ways 

you can, to all the people you can!”                                                                                         

Dear Otter Families,                                                                                  

  December was a month of “Doing Good” at OPE. Our communi-

ty, PTO and staff combined efforts to provide toys, games, stuffed ani-

mals and gift cards to several of our Otter families.  What a wonderful 

way to spread Holiday Cheer!  Additionally, our staff was treated to a 

delicious luncheon and gift by our amazing PTO.  We are so grateful 

and appreciative of the generosity of our Otter Family.  It is kind acts 

like these that help us lead by example and build good character in our 

students. This is also the time of year where we set goals and resolu-

tions for the year ahead.  As we analyze data and review student pro-

gress we can say without reservation our students are making pro-

gress.  Our goal is to strive to provide the differentiated instruction that 

helps all students be the best they can be. When students return from 

break they will take their second progress monitoring assessment re-

quired by the state. The Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 

(FAST) is administered three times a year to track students’ progress 

in learning the Benchmarks of Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T) 

Standards. The second Progress Monitoring assessment for reading 

and math will take place between January 9 - 27. (K-2) students will 

take the Renaissance Star Reading/Early Literacy, and Star Math and 

students in grades (3-5) will complete the (FAST) Reading and Mathe-

matics assessment. Directions on how to access your child’s results 

are on page 20 of the Palms Post. If you would like to review the (K-2) 

Star Early Literacy, Star Reading, and/or Star Math assessments, 

sample test items are available at https://flfast.org/resources/

renaissance-star/renaissance-star. (3-5) FAST Reading and Mathe-

matics sample items can be reviewed at https://flfast.org/families.html.  

For more information on the test design, visit https://www.fldoe.org/

accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/. We wish 

everyone a special holiday season filled  with cheer, laughter and love. 

Here’s to a prosperous, healthy and positive 2023!   

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 
Tiffany Cantwell, Lisa Brubaker, and Brad Johnson                                                                                                                              
OPE Administration Team  

 

January      

Don’t forget to register for 
the Character Counts Race 

before January 1!  

4 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

5 – Classes Resume for Students 

9 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

9-27 - F.A.S.T State Progress Monitoring  

Testing Window for grades (K-5) 

16 – Martin Luther King Day/No School 

17-31 – Kids Heart Challenge/Jump Rope for 

Heart  

18 – Report Cards posted on (HAC) 

19 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

23-27 Celebrate Literacy Week  

23 - We Are Wild About Reading - Wear your 

hair wild, animal print or mismatch clothes 

24 - Reading Can Take You Places - Dress up 

like you're on vacation or on a safari 

25 - Cozy up with a good book - Pajama Day 

26 - Words are Powerful! - Wear a shirt with a 
positive message or dress up like a vocabulary 

word 

27 - Be the Hero in your Story - Dress up like 

your favorite character 

https://flfast.org/resources/renaissance-star/renaissance-star
https://flfast.org/resources/renaissance-star/renaissance-star
https://flfast.org/families.html
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/


 

Character Counts Recognition 

for Citizenship  

Kindergarten 
Charlie Arnold, Amelia Clarkson, Dominic Masitti, Grayson O’Donnell, Adalind Reodica,       

Brayden Strileckis, Claire Westervelt 

1st Grade 
 Carter Doty, Rutha Harty, Cashen Kul, Jackson May, Ronald McDuffie, Ian Pearson,              

Mason Randolph, Emily Stoklosa, and Jake Werba 

2nd Grade 
Kendall Alcombright, William Cosgrove, Matthew Cruz, Evalyn Lewis, Yanis Moussa, Kaito 

Radke, Zoe Sabsevitz, and Landon Sharp 

3rd Grade 
Samuel Brignac, Abigail Burnette, Sloane Cook, Liam Dean, Zoey Jaimeson, Brittany Moore,   

Brody Rebuck, Lincoln Zimmer 

4th Grade 
Nicholas Fedele, Violet Feyen, Livia Long, Jacob Lunsford, Stella Ober, Johnny Schmidt,          

and Anna Sellers 

5th Grade 
Aaralinn Cornett, Maximus Ellis, Hunter Huskisson, Dylan Rowe, Zachary Sharp,                 

Arabella Sprague, Ella Wall, and Lucy Wonderly 

 

Character Counts Recognition 

for All Pillars 
 

Kindergarten 
Finn Boyce, Zoe Bretton, Ella DeFazio, Carter Gatling, Olivia Henderson, Oscar Jamieson,       

and Alexa Martinez Fernandez 

1st Grade 
 Noelle Barger, Eliza Black, Tatum Fromm, Timothy Garrett, Ana Romero, Duncan Salzano,    

Harper Seiler, and Frederico Vargas 

2nd Grade 
Layla Birdsong, Aniston Bruce, Mabel Fountain, Isaac Hankee, Prayas Kc, Aria Lenz, and           

Kayleigh Schott 

3rd Grade 
Sebastiano Campagna, Oliver Hankee, Adhya Kolyankana, Jack Lynn, Taylor Mitcham,         

Kathryn Serang, Garv Shahani, and Ledger Vaccarino 

4th Grade 
 Eli Abbosh, Elana Belen, Bella Fedewa, Ace Jackson, Isis Johnson, Miles Middleton, and  

Johana Prince 

5th Grade 
Maddox Garcia, Mei Li Hanlon, Zane Hill, Prisha Kc, Elliana Kotovets, Braylee Kudlacz,         

Addison Moore, Vera Rosetti, and Grace Rosko 



Dear OPE families,  
 

We are grateful for your generosity and kindness 
this holiday season! Our families are touched be-
yond words for the gifts you’ve provided their chil-
dren and Publix grocery cards for their families. 
You’ve made what would have been a trying time a 
joyful and blessed one.  Your thoughtfulness has 
touched us beyond words, and we are so thankful 
for you. Thank you for blessing our families! 
 

Warmly,  
Faie Pellegrino and Mike Proietto 
School Counselors 

 

THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS                                                                                            

Attention third, fourth, and fifth grade 

students! Are you interested in being a 

part of OPE’s Battle of the Books team?  

If you are, you need to read at least 10 

of the 15 SSYRA books prior to tryouts.  

Tryouts will be held in the    
library February 

1st - 3rd.  
 

Battle of the Books 
will be held virtually 
on March 28. 

March   

1 – Second Grade Field Day  

2 – Read Across America Day - Happy Birth-

day Dr. Seuss – Wear your Dr. Seuss Attire 

3 – Fifth Grade Field Day  

4 – Otterpalooza 

6 – Third Grade Field Day 

7 – Fourth Grade Field Day  

8 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

9 – Third Quarter Ends 

9-12 – TPC Tournament  

10 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

13-17 – Spring Break/No School 

20 – Classes Resume 

23 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

28 – Report Cards posted on Home Access 

Center (HAC) 

 

April 

3 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

7 - Student/Teacher Holiday/No School 

10 – Student/Teacher Holiday/No School 

13 – Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast               

(8:45-9:45) 

20 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

25 – Interims  



Girls on the Run inspires girls of all abilities to recognize their 
individual strengths while building a sense of connection in a team set-
ting.  We as coaches facilitate les-
sons that blend physical activity 
with life skill development to ena-
ble girls to adapt to whatever 
comes their way.  During GOTR we 
focused on a community service 
project that benefited the local 
Humane Society.  On Saturday De-
cember 3, the girls completed our 
end of the season 5K with schools 
across Northeast Florida. Our 
spring season registration begins 
in January for grades 3-5. Thank 
you to Coach Becksmith, Coach 
Ghiglia, Coach Nichols, and Coach 
Webster. 





Character Counts RUN/WALK! 

Join the CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee for its 10
th
 Annual 

CHARACTER COUNTS! 6K/3K Run/Walk on Saturday, February 4, 2023, at 9 

a.m. and help us celebrate “10 Years Running!” The run/walk will begin and end 

at Palencia Elementary School, located at 355 Palencia Village Drive, St. Au-

gustine.  

Walkers and runners will enjoy a course running through the neighborhoods of 

Kensington and Las Calinas and can choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 

miles) or 3K (1.86 miles) distance.  

Registration fees are as follows: 

6K: $30 before January 1  $35 January 1-February 2 $40 on race day 

3K: $25 before January 1  $30 January 1-February 2   $35 on race day 

Registration forms and more information are available online at https://

runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/

CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk  

Race proceeds support CHARACTER COUNTS! initiatives throughout the St. 

Johns County School District (SJCSD). The run/walk is open to all ages, and 

the top three winners will be awarded in each of the age categories as well as 

the overall male and female finishers. A cash donation will be awarded to the 

top three to five schools with the most registrants. In 2021, these schools were 

Otis A. Mason Elementary School, Pine Island Academy, Valley Ridge 

Academy, Ocean Palms Elementary School and Durbin 

Creek Elementary School. All racers registered by Jan-

uary 6 will receive a t-shirt and other giveaways from 

area businesses and organizations. At the finish line, 

each race participant will receive a finisher’s medal. 

This event is produced by the CHARACTER 

COUNTS! Steering Committee and is presented by 

Beaver Toyota with support from businesses and 

community groups. Action News Jax CBS47/FOX30 is 

the official media sponsor of this run/walk. 

https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk


 



Kindergarten – Laney Tant 

(Seese) 

  

Front Cover – Bella Fedewal 

(Garner) 

   

Third – Shiloh Bales 

(Capobianco) 

  

First – Avery Rodriguez 

(Becksmith) 

  

CONGRATS 

TO OUR  

YEARBOOK  

CONTEST                

WINNERS! 
 

Fourth – Charlie Borchers 

(Nannetti) 

   

Second – Kayleigh Schott 

(Daniels) 

  

  

Back Cover- Lincoln Edge 

(McVeigh) 

  

  

Fifth– Lucy Kate Bridges 

(Winter) 

  



Attendance                                                                                                                                               

The importance of regular attendance cannot be over emphasized. However, the health and safety 

of our students and staff is our number one priority. Please do not send your child to school if they 

have a temperature over 100.4°F without having taken any fever- reducing medications.  

 

When Absent                                                                                                                                               

Any student who has been absent from school shall bring a note from a parent or guardian within 

forty-eight (48) hours of returning to school stating the cause of the absence. After fifteen (15) days 

of absence, whether excused or unexcused, a student must present verification from a licensed 

doctor for all subsequent absences due to illness.  

 

Excuse Note                                                                                                                                                

Please submit a hard copy note to your child’s teacher that includes the following information: full 

name, teacher, date(s) of the absence(s), and specific reason for the absence. Failure to bring in a 

note will result in an automatic unexcused absence. If your child is absent for two or more days, 

contact your child’s teacher to arrange for the schoolwork your child has missed.  

Your child’s teacher will provide the front office with a hard copy of an excuse email or note re-

ceived; and it will be reviewed.  If the reason for the absence meets the criteria for an excused ab-

sence, your child’s attendance will be updated in our system and HAC (home access center) within 

five business days, if not sooner.   

 

Excused absences include personal illness, illness of an immediate family member, death in the 

family, religious holidays of the student’s established religious faith, required court or law agency ap-

pearances, school/district related competitions, and scheduled doctor or dentist appointment. 



Unexcused absences include shopping trips, pleasure trips, vacations, suspension from school, 

appointments without prior approval except in case of emergency, truancy.  

For the SJCSD to be in compliance with state statues and the Department of Education they 

must notify parents of their children’s absences and state laws. The school district sends au-

tomated attendance communication to parents/guardians when a student is absent. In addi-

tion, communication is also sent when a student has reached 5, 10, and or 15 absences, 

whether excused or unexcused. When a student reaches 15 total absences the district re-

quires a doctor’s note for additional absences to be excused.  

For a complete list of excused and unexcused absences, students and parents should refer to the 

Student Code of Conduct. Student Code of Conduct for 2022-2023 – School 

Services (stjohns.k12.fl.us)  

Tardiness                                                                                                                                                  

School begins at 8:30 a.m. Any student reporting to school after that time is tardy. Any tardy student 

must be accompanied by a parent or guardian to the front office. Students will receive an admittance 

slip, before reporting to class. Students who need assistance will be escorted to their classrooms. 

Link up to Lunch  

OPE’s breakfast and lunch menu is now online.  Please visit 

the district website https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/

OceanPalmsElementary or use the QR Code to access the 

menu directly on your phone.  

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolservices/conduct/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolservices/conduct/
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary












Our American Heart Association Kids                  Heart 
Challenge event will begin on Tuesday, January 

17th.  Your student will learn about heart, brain, and 
vascular health, and meet kids with special hearts!  

Students can register online and take the challenge 
to Move More or Be Kind. We would love to have 

100% of our students to                     participate and 
know Hands-Only CPR.  

 

Register: http://www2.heart.org/goto/
OceanPalmsElementarySchool  

Take the challenge: Move More or Be Kind  

Share with friends and family through social  media, 
text and/or email 

 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.heart.org%2Fgoto%2FOceanPalmsElementarySchool&data=05%7C01%7CTiffany.Cantwell%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Caf73144aea1b48251bb008dadc6dc0f0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C63806466119
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.heart.org%2Fgoto%2FOceanPalmsElementarySchool&data=05%7C01%7CTiffany.Cantwell%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Caf73144aea1b48251bb008dadc6dc0f0%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C63806466119














STAY CONNECTED TO OPE! We encourage everyone            

to follow our PTO’s  Instagram and Facebook pages             

for hot off the press information and fabulous                     

footage of our school events!                                                                

OPE’s Website - https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us                                                                         

PTO’s Website - https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com                                                                                                                             

PTO’s Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/

OceanPalmsPTO/                                                                                        

https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com
https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/
https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/




School Messenger 

School Messenger is a rapid phone, text, and/or email notification system provided by 

our school district to communicate information efficiently. This system will be used for 

providing information to parents and guardians about safety, attendance, and school 

events.  Please visit https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/ for detailed infor-

mation. 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/


How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department (547-3952) right away for alternate 
steps. 

 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply






Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Home Page 
(membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Login (membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Fundraising 

https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/login-form?r=%2Fopen_forms
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising







