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Dear Otter Families,                                                                          

 It is hard to believe we are already halfway finished with the 

school year! We cannot wait to see what great things will happen at 

OPE during the second semester. We hope you will review this edi-

tion of the Palms Post and calendar all of our fun events.                                                                                                          

 On Thursday, January 19, students will have officially been in 

school for 100 days. We are welcoming all OPE students to cele-

brate the 100th Day of School and to commemorate this special 

day, we will be dressing up like we are 100 years old. For safety 

reasons, please wear school appropriate shoes. We also ask that 

students do not bring items such as canes or walkers, but we antici-

pating seeing a lot of grey hair.                                                        

 Please join us in congratulating three of our otters who were se-

lected by their colleagues to be honored as “Outstanding in their 

Field”!  These dedicated otters represent the  excellence that pre-

vails at Ocean Palms! Teacher of 

the Year, Mrs. Amanda Nannetti, 

Rookie of the Year, Mrs. Jessica 

Webster, and School Related Em-

ployee of the Year, Mr. Zane Wil-

liams.                                                                                                                           

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 
Tiffany Cantwell, Lisa Brubaker, and Brad Johnson                                                                                                                              
OPE Administration Team  

 

January      

13 - Wear your favorite hat and sports team 

gear today                                                                  

16 – Martin Luther King Day/No School 

19 - Celebrating 100 Days of School  

17-31 – Kids Heart Challenge 

18 – Report Cards posted on (HAC) 

19 – Celebrating the 100th Day of School and 

School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. at 3:15  

23-27 Celebrate Literacy Week  

23 - We Are Wild About Reading - Wear your 

hair wild, animal print or mismatch clothes 

24 - Reading Can Take You Places - Dress up 

like you're on vacation or on a safari 

25 - Cozy up with a good book - Pajama Day 

26 - Words are Powerful! - Wear a shirt with a 
positive message or dress up like a vocabulary 

word 

27 - Be the Hero in your Story - Dress up like 

your favorite character 

We encourage everyone to follow our PTO’s  Instagram and Facebook pages for hot off 

the press information and fabulous footage of our school events!                                                             

OPE’s Website - https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us                                                                         

PTO’s Website - https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com                                                                                                                             

PTO’s Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/                                                                                        

PTO’s Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/opepto/ 

https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com
https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/
https://www.instagram.com/opepto/


 

THE BATTLE OF                     

THE BOOKS                                                                                            

Attention third, fourth, and fifth 

grade students! Are you interested 

in being a part of OPE’s Battle of 

the Books team?  If you are, you 

need to read at least 10 of the 15 

SSYRA books prior to tryouts.  

Tryouts will be held in the    
library February 1st - 3rd.  

 

Battle of the Books will be 
held virtually on 
March 28. 

 

 

February  

TBD – Class and Club Pictures  

1/30-2/10 – Kindness Cards on Sale 

2 – Interims 

13-17 – Random Acts of Kindness Week 

13 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

16 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

20 – Presidents’ Day/No School 

27 – Kindergarten Field Day 

28 – First Grade Field Day 

March   

1 – Second Grade Field Day  

2 – Read Across America Day - Happy Birth-

day Dr. Seuss – Wear your Dr. Seuss Attire 

3 – Fifth Grade Field Day  

4 – Otterpalooza 

6 – Third Grade Field Day 

7 – Fourth Grade Field Day  

9 – Third Quarter Ends 

9-12 – TPC Tournament  

10 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

13-17 – Spring Break/No School 

20 – Classes Resume 

23 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

28 – Report Cards posted on Home Access 

Center (HAC) 

OPE’s breakfast and lunch menu is now 

online.  Please visit the district website 

https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/

OceanPalmsElementary or 

use the QR Code to access 

the menu directly on your 

phone.  

https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary


 
 
 
 

Girls on the Run is more than                       
running…..it’s life-changing! 

 
Girls on the Run inspires girls to be joyful, healthy, and 

confident using fun, experience-based curriculum which 

creatively integrates running.  Over the course of the 

program, girls will develop and improve competence, 

feel confidence in who they are, develop strength of 

character, respond to others and oneself with care and 

compassion, create positive connections with peers 

and adults, and make a meaningful contribution to 

community and society. 
 

Girls on the Run is a 10-week program geared to all girls 

in 3
rd

-5
th
 grade.  We will meet on Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons from 3:15 – 4:30. At the culmination of the 

season, the girls will participate in the Girls on the Run of 

Northeast Florida 5k.   Please contact the  following OPE 

coaches for more information: 

• Jocelynn Becksmith:jocelynn.becksmith@stjohnsk12.fl.us 

• Jessica Webster: jessica.webster@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

• Katherine Nichols: katherine.nichols@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

• Sara Ghiglia: sara.ghiglia@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

• Mary Claire Hopkins: MaryClaire.Hopkins@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

• Kali Wiley: kali.wiley@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 

Registration for Spring 2023 Season will open on                

January 12 – February 3.                                                          

To register, visit www.GOTRNEFL.org. 

Our first lesson will start on Tuesday February 14
th 

. 

 

Registration is first come                      

first serve so don’t delay! 

April  

3 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

7 - Student/Teacher Holiday/No School 

10 – Student/Teacher Holiday/No School 

13 – Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast               

(8:45-9:45) 

20 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

25 – Interims  

May  

1-5 – Staff Appreciation Week 

4 – May the Force Be with You! Star Wars 

Dress Up Day 

8 – PTO Mtg. (9:00-10:00) 

11 – School Advisory Council (SAC) Mtg. 

(3:15-4:15) 

12 – Kindergarten End of Year Celebrations 

15 – PreK & VE End of Year Celebrations 

15-19 – Fifth Grade Promotion Rehearsals 

16 – First Grade End of Year Celebrations 

16 – (K-2) STEM Night and Art Show               

(5:00-6:30) 

17 – Second Grade End of Year Celebrations 

18 – Third Grade End of Year Celebrations 

18 - (3-5) STEM Night and Art Show                   

(5:00-6:30) 

19 – Fourth Grade End of Year Celebrations 

24 – Fifth Grade Talent Show (9:00-10:00) and 

Fifth Grade Fun Day (10:00-1:00) 

25 – Fifth Grade Clap Out (1:20-1:45) 

25 – Last Day of School for Students- Early 

Dismissal 1:30 PreK and 1:45 Grades K-5 

mailto:jocelynn.becksmith@stjohnsk12.fl.us
mailto:jessica.webster@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:katherine.nichols@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:sara.ghiglia@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:MaryClaire.Hopkins@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:kali.wiley@stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://www.GOTRNEFL.org




Character Counts RUN/WALK! 

Join the CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee for its 10
th
 Annual 

CHARACTER COUNTS! 6K/3K Run/Walk on Saturday, February 4, 2023, at 9 

a.m. and help us celebrate “10 Years Running!” The run/walk will begin and end 

at Palencia Elementary School, located at 355 Palencia Village Drive, St. Au-

gustine.  

Walkers and runners will enjoy a course running through the neighborhoods of 

Kensington and Las Calinas and can choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 

miles) or 3K (1.86 miles) distance.  

Registration fees are as follows: 

6K: $30 before January 1  $35 January 1-February 2 $40 on race day 

3K: $25 before January 1  $30 January 1-February 2   $35 on race day 

Registration forms and more information are available online at https://

runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/

CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk  

Race proceeds support CHARACTER COUNTS! initiatives throughout the St. 

Johns County School District (SJCSD). The run/walk is open to all ages, and 

the top three winners will be awarded in each of the age categories as well as 

the overall male and female finishers. A cash donation will be awarded to the 

top three to five schools with the most registrants. In 2021, these schools were 

Otis A. Mason Elementary School, Pine Island Academy, Valley Ridge 

Academy, Ocean Palms Elementary School and Durbin 

Creek Elementary School. All racers registered by Jan-

uary 6 will receive a t-shirt and other giveaways from 

area businesses and organizations. At the finish line, 

each race participant will receive a finisher’s medal. 

This event is produced by the CHARACTER 

COUNTS! Steering Committee and is presented by 

Beaver Toyota with support from businesses and 

community groups. Action News Jax CBS47/FOX30 is 

the official media sponsor of this run/walk. 

https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk














 



Attendance                                                                                                                                               

The importance of regular attendance cannot be over emphasized. However, the health and safety 

of our students and staff is our number one priority. Please do not send your child to school if they 

have a temperature over 100.4°F without having taken any fever- reducing medications.  

 

When Absent                                                                                                                                               

Any student who has been absent from school shall bring a note from a parent or guardian within 

forty-eight (48) hours of returning to school stating the cause of the absence. After fifteen (15) days 

of absence, whether excused or unexcused, a student must present verification from a licensed 

doctor for all subsequent absences due to illness.  

 

Excuse Note                                                                                                                                                

Please submit a hard copy note to your child’s teacher that includes the following information: full 

name, teacher, date(s) of the absence(s), and specific reason for the absence. Failure to bring in a 

note will result in an automatic unexcused absence. If your child is absent for two or more days, 

contact your child’s teacher to arrange for the schoolwork your child has missed.  

Your child’s teacher will provide the front office with a hard copy of an excuse email or note re-

ceived; and it will be reviewed.  If the reason for the absence meets the criteria for an excused ab-

sence, your child’s attendance will be updated in our system and HAC (home access center) within 

five business days, if not sooner.   

 

Excused absences include personal illness, illness of an immediate family member, death in the 

family, religious holidays of the student’s established religious faith, required court or law agency ap-

pearances, school/district related competitions, and scheduled doctor or dentist appointment. 



Unexcused absences include shopping trips, pleasure trips, vacations, suspension from school, 

appointments without prior approval except in case of emergency, truancy.  

For the SJCSD to be in compliance with state statues and the Department of Education they 

must notify parents of their children’s absences and state laws. The school district sends au-

tomated attendance communication to parents/guardians when a student is absent. In addi-

tion, communication is also sent when a student has reached 5, 10, and or 15 absences, 

whether excused or unexcused. When a student reaches 15 total absences the district re-

quires a doctor’s note for additional absences to be excused.  

For a complete list of excused and unexcused absences, students and parents should refer to the 

Student Code of Conduct. Student Code of Conduct for 2022-2023 – School 

Services (stjohns.k12.fl.us)  

Tardiness                                                                                                                                                  

School begins at 8:30 a.m. Any student reporting to school after that time is tardy. Any tardy student 

must be accompanied by a parent or guardian to the front office. Students will receive an admittance 

slip, before reporting to class. Students who need assistance will be escorted to their classrooms. 

Link up to Lunch  

OPE’s breakfast and lunch menu is now online.  Please visit 

the district website https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/

OceanPalmsElementary or use the QR Code to access the 

menu directly on your phone.  

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolservices/conduct/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolservices/conduct/
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary
https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/OceanPalmsElementary








School Messenger 

School Messenger is a rapid phone, text, and/or email notification system provided by 

our school district to communicate information efficiently. This system will be used for 

providing information to parents and guardians about safety, attendance, and school 

events.  Please visit https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/ for detailed infor-

mation. 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/schoolmessenger/






How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department (547-3952) right away for alternate 
steps. 

 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply




Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Home Page 
(membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Login (membershiptoolkit.com)  

Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Fundraising 

https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/login-form?r=%2Fopen_forms
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising



