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Dear Ocean Palms Families,                                                                                
 We are excited to welcome our new and returning families to 
the 2023-2024 school year. We have missed our students and 
cannot wait to see them. Our summer has been filled with    
hiring the best educators and attending trainings that will               
support our school improvement initiatives and continue our 
trajectory of excellence. We are certain the school year will be 
filled with excitement. Be sure to review the attached calendar 
of events for the year so you don’t miss any special moments.                                                                
 A welcome email from your child’s teacher will be sent 
after 3:30 on Tuesday, August 8th. Please know a great deal 
of time and thought has gone into the process of student 
placement. Careful consideration was given to the input 
from staff and families, as well as student learning styles. 
Thank you so much for being positive with your children 
and helping them understand that it is impossible to place 
all students with a preferred best friend or teacher. This 
new school year is an exciting opportunity for students to 
make new friends and develop new positive relationships. 
Our staff works hard to make school a nurturing environment 
for all students. We are looking forward to enriching your 
child’s life. Please encourage your child as they acclimate to a 
new grade, peer group, and teacher.                                                                                      
 The transportation department is releasing bus routes to 
parents/guardians through Home Access Center (HAC). A bus 
will only be assigned to your child if you select bus rider on their 
Returning Student Verification form or New Student Enrollment 
form. Directions on how to register for your HAC account are on 
page 9 or visit the district website. https://
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/                                                                                          
 We strongly encourage everyone to read our Student-Parent 
Handbook to learn about our school and district policies and 
procedures. In the handbook you will also find directions on 
how to create a HAC account. See attached Handbook.  

August            

8 - Teachers will send families a welcome email 
(3:00-3:30)  

9 – Meet the Teacher/Mini Book Fair (8:00-11:00) 

10 – First day of school for PreK & Grades (1-5)  

10 – 15 Staggered Start for Kindergarten Students 
(8:40-9:00) 

14 – 25 STEM Supplies and Recess Equipment 
Drive 

16 – All Kindergarten students report to school 
(8:00-8:25) 

21 – Tea and Tissues for Kindergarten and New 
Families to OPE (9:00-10:30) 

23 - Boy Scouts Round Up Meeting in the cafeteria 
(6:30-7:30)                                                                        

28 – Volunteer Training for Otter Run and Room 
Parents (9:00-10:00) 

31 – Volunteer Training for CAAP Art Program 
(9:00-10:00) 

September 

4 – Labor Day/No School 

12 – Interims  

15 – Fifth Grade Classroom Spelling Bee 

21 – Fall Family Night / Book Fair and Teacher 
Open House (5:00-8:00)                                             
*Teachers available in classrooms (5:00-7:00) 

22 – Rain Date Fall Family Night/Open House & 
Book Fair  

25 – 29 Fall Book Fair  

29 – Fifth Grade School Spelling Bee (9:00-10:30) 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/


 The “Meet the Teacher” event, will be Wednesday,           

August 9th  between (8:00-11:00). Kindergarten parents will 

sign up for their staggered start day. There will also be comput-

ers set-up in your child’s classroom so you can sign up for vol-

unteer opportunities such as room parents, CAAP parent, 

CAAP Co-parent, and general volunteer. This is also a great 

time to drop off school supplies, and visit our mini-book fair in 

the cafeteria. Online school supply orders will be in your child’s 

classroom at Meet the Teacher. Our fabulous PTO will be in the 

cafeteria with school spirit wear, booster information, volunteer 

opportunities, and photo areas where you can take your child’s 

picture to commemorate the beginning of the school year. 

Don’t forget every Friday is school spirit day. Students and staff 

will be wearing their OPE gear!                                                                                                          

   Our students’ and staffs’ safety and security is our number 

one priority.  To access the building the first day of school and 

beyond you must be an approved visitor. This includes walking 

your student to class. Don’t wait to complete this process as it 

can take a week to process. Detailed information about this 

process is on p.3.                                                                                       

 It is truly a privilege to provide the leadership at this school.  

Our teachers and staff are excited to welcome our new and  

returning otters.   
 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 
Mrs. Tiffany Cantwell, Mrs. Lucie Cantrell,                               

and Ms. Gracie Beish                                                                                                                            

OPE Administration Team  

 

                                         

 

 

October           

5 – Individual Student Pictures  

6 – Character Counts Awards (9:00-10:15) 

Invitation Only 

13 – First Quarter Ends 

13 – Otter Run Pep Rally for students only   

(8:45-9:15) - Grades K, 1, 3,  

(9:45-10:15) - Grades 2, 4, 5 
 

16 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

17 – (3-5) Otter Run – Times TBA 

18 – Art to Remember order forms                     

distributed to students  

19 – (PK-2) Otter Run – Times TBA 

20 – OPE Staff Sumo Wrestling                         

(8:45-9:15) - Grades K, 1, 3,  

(9:45-10:15) - Grades 2, 4, 5 
 

23 & 24  (K,1, 3) Health Screenings               

(8:00-12:00) 

23 – 27  Canned Food Drive 

23 – 31 – Red Ribbon Week: Dress up days 

and activities TBA 

24 – Report Cards posted on Home Access 

Center (HAC) 



How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department right away for alternate steps. 
 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply


 

What is Kindergarten Staggered Start?                                                  
Staggered Start provides an opportunity for the kindergarten teacher to work with a 
small group of students each day to teach rituals and routines and ensure students 
are comfortable with their environment before introducing them to the entire class.  

 

How does Staggered Start work?                                                                  
On Wednesday, August 9, at Meet the Teacher Kindergarten families will select one 
of the following days: August 10, 11, 14, or 15 to participate in Staggered Start.   

• Thursday 8/10/23 

• Friday, 8/11/23  

• Monday, 8/14/23  

• Tuesday, 8/15/23  

 

What time is Staggered Start drop off?                                                                                 
We are asking parents of kindergarten students who wish to walk their child to class 
during staggered start to complete the visitor access application and arrive at school 
between (8:40-9:00) on the staggered start day they signed up for at Meet the 
Teacher. Please bring your photo ID for check in. Kindergarten students riding the 
bus to school on their staggered start day will be assisted to class by OPE Staff.  
 

When do all Kindergarten Students Start?                                                                                
All Kindergarten students will report to school on Wednesday, August 16 during our 
regular arrival time (8:00-8:25).  Please note that every Wednesday is early release 
and we dismiss at 1:45.   



Car Tags Required  

All parents will be given car tags to be displayed during             
Parent Pick-Up (PPU). Please hang or place the tag where it 
can be seen from a distance. Print the grade level (of the 
youngest student, if you have siblings) at the top and the            
student’s name(s) underneath.  Please see the example on 
the right.  

Older siblings will wait with younger siblings in the younger             
sibling’s grade level area during dismissal. For safety,                 
students may only enter the car on the passenger side of the 
vehicle.   
 

PreK and ESE Student Arrival  

PreK and ESE students utilizing the car line shall be dropped off at the front of 
the line starting at 8:00. Please remain in the line and pull forward until you 
reach the front of the line, remain in your vehicle. Place your child’s car seat on 
the passenger side of your vehicle. Hang your Parent Pick-Up (PPU) tag 
from your rear-view mirror. Staff members will be looking for your tag to 
know which vehicles have students who require assistance. PreK and 
ESE students will be met by staff members and escorted to their classrooms. 

 

PreK Dismissal starts at 2:30 and 1:30 on Wednesdays    
                                                                                         

PreK students utilizing the Parent Pick-Up (PPU) line will be picked-up at the 
front of the line starting at 2:30/1:30 on Wednesdays. Students will be waiting 
with teachers and paraprofessionals. Please remain in your vehicle. A staff 
member will assist your child into their car seat. If you need to adjust the car 
seat straps we ask that you pull into a parking space after your child has           
entered the vehicle and the door is closed.  
 

Anyone attempting to bypass the car line for any reason will be asked to 
park and go to the front office to pick up their child. PreK students with     
older siblings will wait inside the building until their sibling is dismissed at 2:45. 
We ask that you arrive with the (K-5) parents so our car line can run efficiently. 
Older siblings will join PreK students in their designated pick up area when they 
exit the building at 2:45.  
 

Do not forget your car tag. Every family will receive (2) cars tags in their 
child’s blue communication folder at Meet the Teacher. Please fill out the 
car tag as outlined in the first paragraph and have it  hanging from your 
rear-view mirror. Be sure to check out the Parent-Student Handbook for a 
complete outline of our arrival and dismissal procedures.  







Over the summer we hope you will save and collect materials to 

be donated to our STEM class when we return in August. 

•Glue sticks 

•Masking Tape 

•Clear Tape 

•Gorilla Tape 

•Note Cards 

•Rubber bands 

•balloons 

•Craft sticks                          
(large & small) 

•Straws                             
(straight and bendable) 

•Old game pieces 

•puzzles  

•magnets 

•Pipe cleaners  

•Buttons 

•Aluminum Foil 

•Chop Sticks 

•Clothespins 

•Cups                       
(3, 6, & 9 oz) 

•Foam or plastic 

plates 

•Lids, caps, tops  
(all kinds) 

•Paper towel rolls 

•Toilet Paper rolls 

 

•Shoe boxes 

•Corks for           

crafting  

•Small Balls:               

marbles,               

ping-pong,            

tennis 

•Batteries                
(AA & AAA) 

•Legos 

•blocks 



Ocean Palms Elementary PTO - Home Page 
(membershiptoolkit.com)  

STAY CONNECTED TO OPE! We encourage everyone to follow 

our PTO’s  Instagram and Facebook pages for hot off the press 

information and fabulous footage of our school events!                                                                

OPE’s Website - https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us                                                                         

PTO’s Website - https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com                                                                                                                             

PTO’s Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/                                                                                        

PTO’s Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/opepto/ 

https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com
https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/
https://www.instagram.com/opepto/
















The importance of regular attendance cannot be over emphasized.  However, the 

health and safety of our students and staff is our number one priority.  Please do not 

send your child to school if they have a temperature over 100.4°F without having taken 

any fever- reducing medications. 

When Absent                                                                                                                             

Our excused absence form is located on our school webpage (see image below).                             
A parent or guardian will submit their child’s absence using the digital form within               

forty-eight (48) hours of returning to school stating the cause of the absence. After fif-

teen (15) days of absence, whether excused or unexcused, a student must present 

verification from a licensed doctor for all subsequent absences due to illness.  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence# 

Excused absences include personal illness, illness of an immediate family member, 

death in the family, religious holidays of the student’s established religious faith, re-

quired court or law agency appearances, school/district related competitions, and 

scheduled doctor or dentist appointment.                                                                                   

Unexcused absences include shopping trips, pleasure trips, suspension from school,  

appointments without prior approval except in case of emergency, truancy.  

For the SJCSD to be in compliance with state statues and the Department of Educa-

tion they must notify parents of their children’s absences and state laws. The school  

district sends automated attendance communication to parents/guardians when a 

student is absent.   

In addition, communication is also sent when a student has reached 5, 10, and or 15 

absences, whether excused or unexcused.  When a student reaches 15 total absences 

the district requires a doctor’s note for additional absences to be excused.  

For a complete list of excused and unexcused absences, students and parents should 

refer to the Student Code of Conduct or visit the district’s website www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
student/attendance/ 

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/





