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Dear Ocean Palms Families,                                                                                    
 I would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone for a successful 
beginning to the 2023-2024 school year! I am extremely grateful to all 
those involved in our school community. We want to give a huge shout out 
and thank you to Canopy Road Café for providing a delicious breakfast 
and Tropical Smoothie Café for providing a yummy lunch during our back 
to school event for staff. This year’s back to school theme for the staff was 
“Once Upon A Time”. We asked staff members to dress up as a person or 
thing they pretended to be when they were a kid. The staff did not disap-
point as they showed up dressed as animals, beauticians, chefs, dolls, and 
scientists just to name a few. At the end of the day, they walked away re-
membering what it is like to be a kid and with a better understanding of the 
importance of having a Growth Mindset and the impact it has on children.                                              
 You may have noticed staff sporting our new OPE t-shirts. This year’s 
shirt for students and staff is all about Growth Mindset and Character 
Counts. If you haven’t bought your school shirt yet, it’s not too late. The 
deadline to purchase your shirt is September 15th. Students will wear their 
shirt at Otter Run, on field trips, during special school events, and on              
Fridays for School Spirit Days! Be sure to check out the order form on           
pages 8 & 9 for your class color.                                                                            
 We are inviting everyone to our Open House and Fall Family Night 
Thursday, September 21. Teachers will be in their classrooms from                 
(5:00-7:00) to receive families. During this time your child will be able to 
take you through their classroom, tell you about their daily routines and 
show case some of the things they have been working on. After you visit 
your child’s classroom we hope you will visit our Book Fair and Fall Festival 
which will be open from (5:00-8:00). Overflow parking will be available at 
Landrum Middle School. Be sure to check the Slime Time schedule on 
page 7 because teachers who volunteered to be slimed will be closing  
their classroom doors early at 6:15 p.m. so they can report to their Slime 
duty.                                                                                                              
 Special Thank you to our PTO for providing our teachers with back to 
school gift cards and mini grant opportunities! Thank you in advance for 
supporting our students, our staff, and our school. It is a true honor to    

partner with you as leaders and learners at our amazing school.   

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 

Mrs. Tiffany Cantwell, Mrs. Lucie Cantrell, and Ms. Gracie Beish                                                                                                                            

OPE Administration Team  

September      

4 – Labor Day/No School 

12 – Interims - Sign up for your HAC account! 

15 – SHIRT ORDERS DUE TODAY! 

21 – OPE Open House and                  
Fall Family Night (5:00-8:00)                          

Teachers will be available in            
classrooms from (5:00-7:00)                
unless they are  being slimed - 
check the schedule!                                          

22 – Rain Date Fall Family Night/Open House  

25 – 29 Fall Book Fair  

29 – School Spelling Bee 5th Grade at 9:00  

October  

5 – Individual Student Pictures                                           

13 – First Quarter Ends - Sign up for your 

HAC Account to see your child’s report card                                                 

13 – Otter Run Pep Rally for students only   

(8:45-9:15) - Grades K, 1, 3,                        

(9:45-10:15) - Grades 2, 4, 5 

16 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

17 – (3-5) Otter Run – Times TBA                                 

19 – (PK-2) Otter Run – Times TBA 

20 – OPE Staff Sumo Wrestling-students only                        
(8:45-9:15) - Grades K, 1, 3,                                        
(9:45-10:15) - Grades 2, 4, 5 



  On Tuesday, August 29th Mr. Forson sent an email to communi-
cate the upcoming meetings to discuss zoning. Below is the message 
incase you missed it.                                                                                             
 A School Board Workshop and two Town Hall meetings are sched-
uled to discuss potential Attendance Zoning changes to create new 
attendance zones for K-8 Schools NN and OO. Both K-8 Academies 
are under construction and are planned to open for the 2024-2025 

School Year.  

• K-8 School NN is located within the Shearwater development on 

Timberwolf Trail.   

• K-8 School OO is located in the Beacon Lakes community on Twin 

Creeks Drive. 

Other attendance zone changes will be proposed to balance growth 

and student capacity for the 2024-2025 school year. 

The meetings will take place as follows:  

• Tuesday, September 5th at 9:00 a.m. in person and in a Virtual 
format on WebEx. Instructions to join the virtual School Board 
Workshop will be posted on the District’s website. The public may 
also attend the meeting in person at the St. Johns County School 
District Auditorium located at 40 Orange Street, St. Augustine, FL 

32084. 

• Tuesday, September 5th at 6:00 p.m. in person at Bartram Trail 
High School Auditorium located at 7399 Longleaf Pine Parkway, 

St. Johns, FL 32259. 

• Thursday, September 7th at 6:00 p.m. in person at Beachside 
High School Auditorium located at, 200 Great Barracuda Way,           

St. Johns, FL 32259. 

The proposed zoning plans will be released and discussed at the 
School Board Workshop, along with an opportunity for the public to 
provide comment. The same presentation will be made at both Town 
Hall Meetings. School Board members and district staff will be in             

attendance at all three meetings.     

At this time, the proposals for attendance zone changes are expected 
to impact elementary, K-8 and middle school students in the                   
county. These proposals are expected to impact the current attend-
ance zones and students at Timberlin Creek Elementary, Hickory 
Creek Elementary, Freedom Crossing Academy, Switzerland Point 
Middle School, Ocean Palms Elementary, Liberty Pines Academy,  
Durbin Creek Elementary, Fruit Cove Middle School, Alice B. Landrum 
Middle School, Pacetti Bay Middle School, Sebastian Middle School, 

Pine Island Academy and Valley Ridge Academy.     

 

October           

23 & 24  (K,1, 3) Health Screenings               

(8:00-12:00) 

23 – 27  Canned Food Drive 

23 – 31 – Red Ribbon Week: Dress up days 

and activities TBA 

24 – Report Cards posted on Home Access 

Center (HAC) 

November 

1 – 3 Treats for Troops Candy Drive 

1 – Art to Remember orders due  

2 – Veteran’s Day Flag Placement 

6 – 30 Holiday Toy Drive for OPE Otters 

through Smile. Amazon.com registry 

10 – Veterans Day/No School 

16 – Fourth Grade Music Performances  

5:00 and 6:30 p.m. 

16 – Interims 

16 – Picture Retakes 

20 – Dec.22 Holiday Hats / Festive Dress up 

for students and staff 

22 – 24 Thanksgiving Break/No School 

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER 
YOUR CLASS T-SHIRT IS              

SEPTEMBER 15th! 

ORDER FORM ON PAGES 8 & 9                                                  











OPE Slime time! 

5:30 – 6:45 

Ms. Beish 
Assistant Principal 

Ms. Bouaziz 
PE 

Mrs. Cantwell 
Principal 

  
5:30-7:45 

Mrs. Elliott 
Technology 

Mrs. Pantano 
Instructional Coach 

Mrs. Pharis 
Music 

Mrs. Rodriquez 
Art 

Mrs. Schoer 
Library 

Mrs. Stephens 
STEM 

6:45 – 7:45 

Mrs. Becksmith 
First Grade 

Mrs. Sheen 
First Grade 

Mrs. Blaich 
Second Grade 

Mr. Korn 
Second Grade 

Mrs. Cantwell 
Principal 

  
5:30-7:45 

Ms. Reid 
Second Grade 

Ms. Capobianco 

Third Grade 

Mrs. Dipola 
Third Grade 

Mrs. Ghiglia 
Third Grade 

Mrs. Hopkins 
Third Grade 

Mrs. Garner 
Fourth Grade 

Mrs. McVeigh 
Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Nannetti 
Fourth Grade 

Ms. Reiser 
Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Sawyer 
Fourth Grade 

Ms. Wiley 
Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Pazar 
Fifth Grade 

Ms. Stoever 
Fifth Grade 











The importance of regular attendance cannot be over emphasized.  However, the 

health and safety of our students and staff is our number one priority.  Please do not 

send your child to school if they have a temperature over 100.4°F without having taken 

any fever- reducing medications. 

When Absent                                                                                                                             

Our excused absence form is located on our school webpage (see image below).                             
A parent or guardian will submit their child’s absence using the digital form within               

forty-eight (48) hours of returning to school stating the cause of the absence. After fif-

teen (15) days of absence, whether excused or unexcused, a student must present 

verification from a licensed doctor for all subsequent absences due to illness.  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence# 

Excused absences include personal illness, illness of an immediate family member, 

death in the family, religious holidays of the student’s established religious faith, re-

quired court or law agency appearances, school/district related competitions, and 

scheduled doctor or dentist appointment.                                                                                   

Unexcused absences include shopping trips, pleasure trips, suspension from school,  

appointments without prior approval except in case of emergency, truancy.  

For the SJCSD to be in compliance with state statues and the Department of Educa-

tion they must notify parents of their children’s absences and state laws. The school  

district sends automated attendance communication to parents/guardians when a 

student is absent.   

In addition, communication is also sent when a student has reached 5, 10, and or 15 

absences, whether excused or unexcused.  When a student reaches 15 total absences 

the district requires a doctor’s note for additional absences to be excused.  

For a complete list of excused and unexcused absences, students and parents should 

refer to the Student Code of Conduct or visit the district’s website www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
student/attendance/ 

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/






How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department right away for alternate steps. 
 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply


 

Lunch Payments                                                                                                               
Prepayments to your child’s meal account with a debit or credit card can be made 

through Paypams. Log on to https://paypams.com/ to set up your account. Payment can 

also be received by the food service manager in form of check or cash during your child’s 

lunch time. If a check is used, please indicate the student’s full name on the check in the 

memo section. Prepayment is encouraged as it assists in movement of students through the 

line. Free and reduced applications can be completed at Free & Reduced Meals – Food & 

Nutrition Services (stjohns.k12.fl.us). If your child has food allergies, please provide the school 

nurse with a physician’s note indicating the allergies and appropriate medical attention re-

quired.  We also discourage students from sharing food because of food allergies.   

Birthday and Party Treats, Snacks, and Invitations                                                      

The safety and health of all students is a priority. The treat must be approved by the teacher 

for potential food allergens. While we honor and cherish each child’s birthday, our primary 

goal is to preserve the routine and structure of the academic day. Your child’s homeroom 

teacher will provide an appropriate time for you to drop off the treat and distribute it to the 

class. Please note teachers and staff members will not pass out invitations to any type of 

party.  We recommend contacting the room parent and sending email invitations to peers.  
 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaypams.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTiffany.Cantwell%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Ce44c422b6cae4cc2812208da489c2981%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C637902132810154127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/food/free/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/food/free/













