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Dear Otter Families,                                                                                     

 In this special time of year, as we embark on winter break, our hearts 

are filled with excitement and anticipation.  It’s a season of togetherness, 

laughter, and the creation of beautiful memories with loved ones. In the 

spirit of the season, we express our heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering 

support.  Your commitment to your child’s education and well-being is a 

source of inspiration for us all.  As we enter winter break, we encourage 

you to cherish the moments that truly matter - the warmth of family, the joy 

of shared experiences, and the love that binds us together.                      

 We are thrilled to share the wonderful news that the Florida Department 

of Education has released school grades, and we are proud to announce 

that Ocean Palms Elementary has maintained its “A School” status.  This 

achievement is a testament to our students’ hard work, the collective effort 

of our dedicated staff, and we extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and 

every one of you. It goes without saying that our school community’s high 

level of parent support is a significant factor when it comes to student             

success. We are extremely proud and grateful. Well done!                                                                                                      

 This winter break, we invite you to join us in fostering a sense of              

community through cozy parental involvement. Whether it’s sharing your 

favorite winter traditions or recommending a heartwarming read.  Your                    

involvement makes our community stronger and we are thankful for you.   

In the New Year, we will continue to encourage and inspire children to          

always work to their personal best, both socially and academically.                 

We hope that 2024 is a positive and prosperous year for everyone.  

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 

Mrs. Cantwell, Mrs. Cantrell, and Ms. Beish                                                                                                                            

OPE Administration Team  

 

January 

4 – Teacher Planning Day/No School 

5 – Teacher In-Service Day/No School 

8 – Classes Resume  

8 – 19 Kids Heart Challenge/Jump Rope 

for Heart during PE                                                 

5 – Martin Luther King Day/No School              

19 – Report Cards posted on (HAC)                      

31 – (K-2) Otterpalooza Teacher                    

Experience #1 (2:00-3:00)  

February 

3 – District Character Counts Run/Walk at 

Palencia Elementary                                               

5 – 9 Kindness Cards on Sale                                

6 – Interims                                                           

13 – Kindness Cards delivered to classes 

19 – Presidents’ Day/No School                         

22 – Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 

and Music Performance                                         

26 – 3/1 Celebrate Literacy Week – Dress 

up days and activities                                     

28 – (3-5) Otterpalooza Teacher Experi-

ence #1 (2:00-3:00)                                                 

29 – Third Grade Music Performances 

5:00 and 6:30 p.m. 









 

 

Join the CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee for its 11
th
 Annual CHARACTER 

COUNTS! 6K/3K Run/Walk on Saturday, February 3, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. The run/walk will begin 

and end at Palencia Elementary School, located at 355 Palencia Village Drive, St. Augustine.  

Walkers and runners will enjoy a course running through the neighborhoods of Kensington and 

Las Calinas and can choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 miles) or 3K (1.86 miles) distance.  

Registration fees are as follows: 

 

Registration forms and more information are available online at https://

runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/

CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk  

Race proceeds support CHARACTER COUNTS! initiatives throughout the St. Johns County 

School District (SJCSD). The run/walk is open to all ages, and the top three winners will be 

awarded in each of the age categories as well as the overall male and female finishers. A cash 

donation will be awarded to the schools with the most registrants. In 2022, these schools were 

Palm Valley Academy, Pine Island Academy, Durbin Creek Elementary, Timberlin Creek Ele-

mentary, Ocean Palms Elementary, and Palencia Elementary. All racers registered by 

January 5, 2024, will receive a t-shirt and other giveaways from area businesses and organiza-

tions. At the finish line, each race participant will receive a finisher’s medal. 

This event is produced by the CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee and is 

presented by Beaver Toyota with support from businesses and community groups. 

Action News Jax CBS47/FOX30 is the official media sponsor. 

The SJCSD, along with area businesses, youth organizations and civic groups, selected the national character edu-
cation program of CHARACTER COUNTS! as a countywide initiative to instill positive character traits in young peo-
ple throughout the county. Additionally, the SJCSD became the first school district in Florida to implement Pursuing 
Victory With Honor in all of its athletic programs. Character education is an important part of every School Improve-
ment Plan and a major component of the Student Code of Conduct and the school district’s Strategic Plan. 

6K Walk/Run 3K Walk/Run 

$30 before January 1  $25 before January 1 

$35 January 1-February 2 $30 January 1-February 2  

$40 on race day $35 on race day 

https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk




















The importance of regular attendance cannot be over emphasized.  However, the 

health and safety of our students and staff is our number one priority.  Please do not 

send your child to school if they have a temperature over 100.4°F without having taken 

any fever- reducing medications. 

When Absent                                                                                                                             

Our excused absence form is located on our school webpage (see image below).                             
A parent or guardian will submit their child’s absence using the digital form within               

forty-eight (48) hours of returning to school stating the cause of the absence. After fif-

teen (15) days of absence, whether excused or unexcused, a student must present 

verification from a licensed doctor for all subsequent absences due to illness.  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence# 

Excused absences include personal illness, illness of an immediate family member, 

death in the family, religious holidays of the student’s established religious faith, re-

quired court or law agency appearances, school/district related competitions, and 

scheduled doctor or dentist appointment.                                                                                   

Unexcused absences include shopping trips, pleasure trips, suspension from school,  

appointments without prior approval except in case of emergency, truancy.  

For the SJCSD to be in compliance with state statues and the Department of Educa-

tion they must notify parents of their children’s absences and state laws. The school  

district sends automated attendance communication to parents/guardians when a 

student is absent.   

In addition, communication is also sent when a student has reached 5, 10, and or 15 

absences, whether excused or unexcused.  When a student reaches 15 total absences 

the district requires a doctor’s note for additional absences to be excused.  

For a complete list of excused and unexcused absences, students and parents should 

refer to the Student Code of Conduct or visit the district’s website www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
student/attendance/ 

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/


How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department right away for alternate steps. 
 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply






 

THIRD GRADE PROGRESSION STATUE &                        

GOOD CAUSE EXEMPTIONS 

The third grade progression statute is to ensure that students have the necessary reading skills to be              

successful in grade 4 and beyond, where the rigors of reading in the content areas increase. According           

to section 1008.25(5), Florida Statutes (F.S.), to be promoted to fourth grade, a third-grade student 

must score a Level 2 or above on the statewide Florida Assessment of Student Thinking – English 

Language Arts (FAST-ELA). The following plan describes several ways for students who do not meet this 

standard initially to be promoted to fourth grade. 

If a student does not demonstrate proficiency on the statewide FAST- ELA Assessment during the third            

progress monitoring (PM3) test in May, they can attend the district provided Summer Reading Program to 

ensure they receive additional instruction. 

There is also statutory language that prohibits the statewide FAST- ELA from being the sole determiner of 

promotion and states that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews and assessments are available to the 

child to assist parents and the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and 

ready for grade promotion. Grades (3-5) students are scheduled to take the Spring ELA Assessment in 

May.                                                                                  

Good Cause Exemptions 1, 4, 5, 6 Students who earn a Level 1 on the FAST for PM3 and meet one of  

the Good Cause Exemptions outlined below must also attend the 2023 Summer Reading Program. A               

student only needs to meet the criteria for one of the 6 Good Cause Exemptions.  

Good Cause Exemption #1: Limited English proficient students who have had less than two (2) years of 

instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages program based on the initial date of entry into a 

school in the United States.  

Good Cause Exemption #2: Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that partic-

ipation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with requirements of s.1008.212, 

F.S.  

Good Cause Exemption #3: Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alter-

nate standardized reading or English Language Arts assessment approved by the State Board of Education. 

Alternate Assessments: SAT-10, raw score 37 (45th percentile) or STAR Reading 986 scale score (50th           

percentile). 

Good Cause Exemption #4: A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is 

performing at least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment. 

Good Cause Exemption #5: Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English              

Language Arts assessment and who have an individual education plan or a Section 504 Plan that reflects 

that the student has received intensive remediation in reading or English Language Arts for more than two 

years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten,  grades 1, 2 or 3. 

Good Cause Exemption #6: Students who have received intensive reading intervention for two or more 

years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 

1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of two years. A student may not be retained more than once in grade 3. 







Please email our Data Operator – Vicki.morales@stjohns.k12.fl.us or                 
the front desk – Stephanie.crenshaw@stjohns.k12.fl.us for assistance.  

mailto:Vicki.morales@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Stephanie.crenshaw@stjohns.k12.fl.us



