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Dear Otter Families,                                                                         
 Please join us one more time in congratulating our Otter Wall of 
Fame students for reading all of the Sunshine State Young Readers 
Award (SSYRA) books or the SSYRA Jr. books this school year. 
Don’t worry it’s not too late to join the Wall of Fame. Students have 
until Friday, May 10th to meet their reading goal for the Otter Wall of 
Fame. At the end of May students will be celebrated with a BINGO 
party! Right around the corner is our annual Battle of the Books Try-
outs. Any student who has read and passed the test for 10 out of 
the15 Sunshine State Young Readers Award (SSYRA) books is eli-
gible to tryout for OPE’s team. Those who make the team will com-
pete against other schools in our district.                                                                                                    
 We are excited to kick off our Otter Spirit Auction with Grade-
Level  Experiences! Students have the opportunity to spend an after-
noon of fun with friends and teachers from their grade, while raising 
money for their school. Kindergarten and First Grade teachers will 
host a neon glow dance party while students and teachers from 
Grades 2-5 will venture throughout OPE on a photo scavenger hunt 
that transforms into a movie for all to enjoy. There will be two              
sessions for each grade level over the coming months, and spots are 
available for $50 each on a first come, first served basis. To pur-
chase a spot for your student, text the word "OTTERS" to 
243725 now. You will receive a text in response with a link to the 
online Otter Spirit Auction where you can set up an account, view 
items/experiences and bid. The first experience, for Grades K-2, will 
open for bidding this Wednesday, January 17th, at 7:00pm. These 
events sold out within minutes last year, so mark your calendars!                                          
 We are also excited to announce our online store for class shirts 
has reopened. If you need a class shirt for field day your order must 
be placed by Wednesday February 14th at midnight.  Ocean 
Palms Elementary Student Class Shirt 2023-24 | Big's Sports | pow-
ered by OrderMyGear (itemorder.com)                                                                                                
 Thank you for continuously supporting our students, our staff, 
and our school. It is a honor to partner with you as leaders and learn-

ers at our amazing school.   

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 
Mrs. Cantwell, Mrs. Cantrell, and Ms. Beish                                                                                                                            

OPE Administration Team  

January 

19 – Report Cards posted on (HAC)                      

23 - 100TH Day of School!                             

31 – (K-2) Otterpalooza Teacher                    

Experience #1 (2:00-3:00)  

February 

3 – District Character Counts Run/Walk  

at Palencia Elementary                                    

5 – 9 Battle of the Books Tryouts                                                                             

5 – 9 Kindness Cards on Sale                                

6 – Interims                                                           

13 – Kindness Cards delivered to classes 

19 – Presidents’ Day/No School                         

21 - Deadline to RSVP for Field Day                

22 – Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast                                     

26 – 3/1 Celebrate Literacy Week – Dress 

up days and activities                                     

28 – (3-5) Otterpalooza Teacher Experi-

ence #1 (2:00-3:00)                                                 

29 – Third Grade Music Performances 

5:00 and 6:30 p.m. 

https://opestudenttees.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://opestudenttees.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://opestudenttees.itemorder.com/shop/home/
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  Did you know all students in 
grades (4 - 10) will participate in 
Florida’s  B.E.S.T. Writing               
Assessment this year. Fifth graders 
will take their test on April 1 and 
Fourth graders will complete their 

assessment on April 2. The writing assessment requires students to 
read several passages, plan a piece of writing, and type their  essay 
on the computer with proper citations. Example rubrics and materials 
are located on the FLDOE website FAST Assessments (fldoe.org) .               
  Standard setting for all of the state assessments took place in 
2023 to establish a new B.E.S.T. scale scores. The scale score ranges 
differ by grade level and subject. Achievement levels describe a       
student’s success with the content. As required by state law, achieve-
ment levels range from 1 to 5, with Level 1 as the lowest and Level 5 
as the highest.  For all assessments, Level 3 indicates on grade level 
performance.                                                                             
  Higher expectations were established with the adoption of the 
B.E.S.T. Standards, which are more rigorous than the previous stand-
ards. The two scales were established for different assessment       
systems aligned to different standards therefore performance                
comparisons should not be made between the scales.                                                    
      Your student received a score for a test on the provisional scale 
during the 2022–2023 school year and during the fall 2023 (PM1)      
assessment. This score will update in the Florida Reporting System 
and Family Portal to reflect how your student would have scored on 
the new B.E.S.T. scale. The previous provisional scores are being  
retrofitted and provided to parents on for informational purposes, so 
you can make “apples to apples” comparisons to see your student’s 
progress over time. The converted score will look different because 
the provisional and B.E.S.T. scales use different number ranges, and 
the number ranges for B.E.S.T. are lower. This does not mean the test 
got easier or that the standard was lowered. The new score is   simply 
placed on a new range of numbers (325–475) vs. the provisional 
range (425–575). We have also provided an (FAQ) about the state 
assessments at the end of the Palms Post along with important infor-

mation about third grade promotion that you don’t want to miss.  

March 

1 – Fourth & Fifth Grade Field Day                                     

3 – Cornhole Tournament (2:00-3:30)  

5 – First and Second Grade Field Day 

6 – Kindergarten and VE Classes 

7 – Third Grade Field Day  

8 – Rain Date: Field Day 

8 – Third Quarter Ends 

11 – 15 Spring Break 

18 – Teacher Planning Day / No School 

19 – Classes Resume 

21 – Class Pictures 

26 – Report Cards posted on (HAC) 

27 – (K-2) Otterpalooza Teacher            
Experience #2 (2:00-3:00) 

29 – Student/Teacher Holiday /No 
School 

April 
1 - Fifth Graders take the BEST               
Writing Assessment  

2 - Fourth Graders take the BEST           
Writing Assessment 

4 – Spring Family Night and Opening 
Night for Book Fair (5:00-7:30) 

8 –12 Spring Book Fair 

https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/






DATE                         
COMPLETED 

GR STUDENTS 
DATE                         

COMPLETED 
GR STUDENTS 

8/10/2023 1 Peter Moser 10/12/2023 1 Emma Delgado 

8/10/2023 1 Eli Lawrence 10/13/2023 2 Cashen Kul 

8/24/2023 K Sean Dalton 10/13/2023 2 Drew Doty 

9/8/2023 5 Viviana Muntean 10/13/2023 2 Ricky Diaz 

9/12/2023 2 Alinah Men 10/17/2023 K Randi Heineman 

9/14/2023 K Easton Kleehammer 10/19/2023 1 Holden Hendrickson 

9/15/2023 2 Riley Smith 10/19/2023 2 Jonathan Gonen 

9/15/2023 2 Avery Boyle 10/19/2023 2 Harper Seiler 

9/19/2023 2 Milana Kerimova 10/23/2023 1 Owen Socwell 

9/19/2023 2 Milana Pak 10/24/2023 1 Dominic Masitti 

9/19/2023 2 Emma Hutchins 10/24/2023 1 Olivia Henderson 

9/20/2023 2 Ella Hutchins 10/25/2023 1 Grayson McDonald 

9/20/2023 K Maycie Knecht 10/25/2023 2 Jillian Lewis 

9/21/2023 1 Madelyn Hutchins 10/26/2023 2 Federico Vargas Gomez 

9/21/2023 1 Logan Rodriguez 10/26/2023 4 Amaia Cubero-Lopez 

9/21/2023 1 Kenzie Smith 10/26/2023 K Logan Agnew 

9/21/2023 2 Eliza Black 10/27/2023 2 Luke de Toit 

9/21/2023 2 Avery Rodriguez 10/27/2023 2 Landon Mitcham 

9/28/2023 1 Siddhant Parbhoo 10/30/2023 1 Gianna Masitti 

9/29/2023 2 Carter Doty 10/30/2023 1 Laney Tant 

10/2/2023 2 Hannah Serang 10/30/2023 1 Luke Borchers 

10/3/2023 2 Evelyn Alston 10/31/2023 1 Jaxson Seiler 

10/4/2023 2 Jake Werba 10/31/2023 K Emma Work 

10/5/2023 2 Alexander Ellowitz 10/31/2023 K Tyler Mann 

10/5/2023 4 Sebastian Felix-Quinones 10/31/2023 K Ryan Piltin 

10/9/2023 2 Riley Farese 11/1/2023 2 Candace Ellis 

10/10/2023 1 Miles Tarantino 11/2/2023 1 Baird Snider 

10/10/2023 1 Grayson O'Donnell 11/2/2023 1 Eli Anderson 

10/10/2023 1 Kate MacGilvray 11/3/2023 1 Bennett Mangiaracino 

10/11/2023 K Eleni Leininger 11/3/2023 1 Oscar Jamieson 



DATE                         
COMPLETED 

GR STUDENTS 
DATE                         

COMPLETED 
GR STUDENTS 

11/6/2023 1 Joseph Perry 11/15/2023 1 Nikola Koteski 

11/6/2023 4 Kathryn Serang 11/27/2023 2 Noellle Joyce 

11/6/2023 5 Cora Kotek 11/27/2023 2 P.J. Nielsen 

11/7/2023 2 Sydney Addair 11/27/2023 2 Brooke Hutchinson 

11/7/2023 2 Ariana Adeniyi 11/27/2023 2 Annie Gilbert 

11/7/2023 2 Jake Angulo 11/27/2023 2 Matheus Peruchi 

11/7/2023 2 Quinn Blaich 11/27/2023 2 Natalie Brendel 

11/7/2023 2 Cade Boudreaux 11/27/2023 2 Noelle Barger 

11/7/2023 2 Aedan Fish 11/27/2023 2 Norah McQuillan 

11/7/2023 2 Bella Horton 11/28/2023 2 Aurora Shapiro 

11/7/2023 2 Cash Love 11/28/2023 2 Sebastian Hernandez 

11/7/2023 2 Jackson May 11/29/2023 2 Owen Chen 

11/7/2023 2 Emmaline Mays 12/1/2023 2 Calvin Taverna 

11/7/2023 2 Jayson Orihuela 12/1/2023 PK A.J. Sturm 

11/7/2023 2 Sophie Pekerol 12/5/2023 1 Brooklyn Laing 

11/7/2023 2 Kamryn Puller 12/5/2023 5 Tinsley Howe 

11/7/2023 2 Andres Reynoso Mercado 12/5/2023 K Cooper Lienau 

11/7/2023 2 Nathan Grimm 12/6/2023 1 Wells Barnes 

11/7/2023 K Georgia Doumas 12/7/2023 1 George Carletta 

11/7/2023 K Eloise Read 12/7/2023 K Lily Hopkins 

11/8/2023 1 Maxime Gerville-Reache 12/8/2023 2 Braylan Kleehammer 

11/9/2023 2 Emalee Narvasa 12/8/2023 2 Vihaan Patsamatla 

11/9/2023 2 Tatum Fromm 12/8/2023 2 Tala Mader 

11/9/2023 4 Abigail Potter 12/11/2023 2 Jolie Rebuck 

11/13/2023 2 Milana Stozhok 12/12/2023 1 Jackson Poltorak 

11/13/2023 2 Kateryna Polishchuk 12/15/2023 K Eleanor LeGout 

11/13/2023 K Noah Santiago 12/20/2023 2 Ace Jenkins 

11/13/2023 K Archer Storer 1/8/2024 K Simon Booth 

11/14/2023 1 Ella DeFazio 1/9/2024 K Addysen Sholette 

11/14/2023 K  Ava DeFazio 1/10/2024 4 Maria Dumitrascu 

   1/11/2024 2 Addison Rudder 









 

 

Join the CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee for its 11
th
 Annual CHARACTER 

COUNTS! 6K/3K Run/Walk on Saturday, February 3, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. The run/walk will begin 

and end at Palencia Elementary School, located at 355 Palencia Village Drive, St. Augustine.  

Walkers and runners will enjoy a course running through the neighborhoods of Kensington and 

Las Calinas and can choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 miles) or 3K (1.86 miles) distance.  

Registration fees are as follows: 

 

Registration forms and more information are available online at https://

runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/

CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk  

Race proceeds support CHARACTER COUNTS! initiatives throughout the St. Johns County 

School District (SJCSD). The run/walk is open to all ages, and the top three winners will be 

awarded in each of the age categories as well as the overall male and female finishers. A cash 

donation will be awarded to the schools with the most registrants. In 2022, these schools were 

Palm Valley Academy, Pine Island Academy, Durbin Creek Elementary, Timberlin Creek Ele-

mentary, Ocean Palms Elementary, and Palencia Elementary. All racers registered by 

January 5, 2024, will receive a t-shirt and other giveaways from area businesses and organiza-

tions. At the finish line, each race participant will receive a finisher’s medal. 

This event is produced by the CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee and is 

presented by Beaver Toyota with support from businesses and community groups. 

Action News Jax CBS47/FOX30 is the official media sponsor. 

The SJCSD, along with area businesses, youth organizations and civic groups, selected the national character edu-
cation program of CHARACTER COUNTS! as a countywide initiative to instill positive character traits in young peo-
ple throughout the county. Additionally, the SJCSD became the first school district in Florida to implement Pursuing 
Victory With Honor in all of its athletic programs. Character education is an important part of every School Improve-
ment Plan and a major component of the Student Code of Conduct and the school district’s Strategic Plan. 

6K Walk/Run 3K Walk/Run 

$35 January 1-February 2 $30 January 1-February 2  

$40 on race day $35 on race day 

https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohnsCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk




























The importance of regular attendance cannot be over emphasized.  However, the 

health and safety of our students and staff is our number one priority.  Please do not 

send your child to school if they have a temperature over 100.4°F without having taken 

any fever- reducing medications. 

When Absent                                                                                                                             

Our excused absence form is located on our school webpage (see image below).                             
A parent or guardian will submit their child’s absence using the digital form within               

forty-eight (48) hours of returning to school stating the cause of the absence. After fif-

teen (15) days of absence, whether excused or unexcused, a student must present 

verification from a licensed doctor for all subsequent absences due to illness.  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence# 

Excused absences include personal illness, illness of an immediate family member, 

death in the family, religious holidays of the student’s established religious faith, re-

quired court or law agency appearances, school/district related competitions, and 

scheduled doctor or dentist appointment.                                                                                   

Unexcused absences include shopping trips, pleasure trips, suspension from school,  

appointments without prior approval except in case of emergency, truancy.  

For the SJCSD to be in compliance with state statues and the Department of Educa-

tion they must notify parents of their children’s absences and state laws. The school  

district sends automated attendance communication to parents/guardians when a 

student is absent.   

In addition, communication is also sent when a student has reached 5, 10, and or 15 

absences, whether excused or unexcused.  When a student reaches 15 total absences 

the district requires a doctor’s note for additional absences to be excused.  

For a complete list of excused and unexcused absences, students and parents should 

refer to the Student Code of Conduct or visit the district’s website www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
student/attendance/ 

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=opesabsence
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/attendance/


How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department right away for alternate steps. 
 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply


 

THIRD GRADE PROGRESSION STATUE &                        

GOOD CAUSE EXEMPTIONS 

The third grade progression statute is to ensure that students have the necessary reading skills to be              

successful in grade 4 and beyond, where the rigors of reading in the content areas increase. According           

to section 1008.25(5), Florida Statutes (F.S.), to be promoted to fourth grade, a third-grade student 

must score a Level 2 or above on the statewide Florida Assessment of Student Thinking – English 

Language Arts (FAST-ELA). The following plan describes several ways for students who do not meet this 

standard initially to be promoted to fourth grade. 

If a student does not demonstrate proficiency on the statewide FAST- ELA Assessment during the third            

progress monitoring (PM3) test in May, they can attend the district provided Summer Reading Program to 

ensure they receive additional instruction. 

There is also statutory language that prohibits the statewide FAST- ELA from being the sole determiner of 

promotion and states that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews and assessments are available to the 

child to assist parents and the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and 

ready for grade promotion. Grades (3-5) students are scheduled to take the Spring ELA Assessment in 

May.                                                                                  

Good Cause Exemptions 1, 4, 5, 6 Students who earn a Level 1 on the FAST for PM3 and meet one of  

the Good Cause Exemptions outlined below must also attend the 2023 Summer Reading Program. A               

student only needs to meet the criteria for one of the 6 Good Cause Exemptions.  

Good Cause Exemption #1: Limited English proficient students who have had less than two (2) years of 

instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages program based on the initial date of entry into a 

school in the United States.  

Good Cause Exemption #2: Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that partic-

ipation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with requirements of s.1008.212, 

F.S.  

Good Cause Exemption #3: Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alter-

nate standardized reading or English Language Arts assessment approved by the State Board of Education. 

Alternate Assessments: SAT-10, raw score 37 (45th percentile) or STAR Reading 986 scale score (50th           

percentile). 

Good Cause Exemption #4: A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is 

performing at least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment. 

Good Cause Exemption #5: Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English              

Language Arts assessment and who have an individual education plan or a Section 504 Plan that reflects 

that the student has received intensive remediation in reading or English Language Arts for more than two 

years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten,  grades 1, 2 or 3. 

Good Cause Exemption #6: Students who have received intensive reading intervention for two or more 

years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 

1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of two years. A student may not be retained more than once in grade 3. 















Please email our Data Operator – Vicki.morales@stjohns.k12.fl.us or                 
the front desk – Stephanie.crenshaw@stjohns.k12.fl.us for assistance.  

mailto:Vicki.morales@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:Stephanie.crenshaw@stjohns.k12.fl.us







