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Dear Ocean Palms Families,                                                                                 
 Our hearts and prayers are with the families and community of 
Apalachee High School in Winder, Georgia, following the recent tragic 
school shooting. Their community will be forever changed, and as we 
reflect on this devastating event, it reminds us of the importance of 
staying vigilant in our own surroundings. If you or your child ever see 
something suspicious, please report it immediately. FortifyFL is a tool 
that allows anyone to submit a tip regarding suspicious activity in             
Florida schools. It’s simple, anonymous, and helps ensure safety by 
directly connecting you with local law enforcement and school officials. 
The app can be downloaded on both Apple and Android devices, so 
please consider adding this resource to your family’s safety plan.                             
 As we continue to navigate today’s digital landscape, we also               
encourage families to talk about internet safety and the dangers of 
sharing personal information online. Ensuring your child knows what to 
look out for—whether it's online interactions or potential threats from 
strangers—helps empower them to make safe decisions. Open                
dialogue with your child can help them feel more secure and informed.                                                                                   
 Additionally, if you or any family members plan to volunteer or             
attend any school events this year, please remember to complete the 
School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. The 
approval process can take up to two weeks, so it’s best to submit your 
application as soon as possible.                                                                 
 Lastly, a heartfelt thank you goes out to all our parents and                
business partners for your unwavering support. Your partnership is  
crucial to making OPE the vibrant, nurturing environment it is. From 
sponsoring events to providing materials for our classrooms, your            
contributions have a direct and positive impact on our students. We 
are so fortunate to have such a dedicated community behind us, and 
your efforts are sincerely appreciated. Together, let’s continue working 
to ensure a safe and supportive environment for our children. 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                 
Mrs. Tiffany Cantwell and Ms. Kim Bays                                                                                                                      
OPE Administration Team  

September          

11 – Interims  

13 – Fifth Grade Classroom  

Spelling Bee 

19 – Open House & Opening Night 

for the Book Fair (5:00-7:00) 

20 – Teacher Inservice Day - No 

School for Students  

23 – 27 Fall Book Fair  

27 – Fifth Grade School Spelling Bee             
(9:00-10:30) for the top 3 finalist from 

each classroom. 

October       

3  - Picture Day  

11 – First Quarter Ends 

11 – Otter Run Pep Rally for students                         

14 – Teacher Planning Day / No School 

22 – Otter Run 

• Second Grade (8:45-9:30) 

• First Grade (9:30-10:15) 

• Third Grade (10:15-11:00) 

• Kindergarten (11:00-11:45) 

• Break (11:45-12:45) 

• Fourth Grade (12:45-1:30) 

• Fifth Grade (1:30-2:15)  

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply












 

"Building Strong Readers: A Parent’s Guide to               
Supporting Reading Progression"   

  Reading to and with your child is crucial for their overall development, and the 
benefits don’t stop as they grow older. No matter their age, shared reading experi-
ences continue to build language, literacy, and cognitive skills while fostering a love 
for learning. By reading aloud, you expose your child to rich vocabulary, sentence 
structures, and concepts that strengthen their ability to think critically and under-
stand the world. Even older children benefit from this time, as it encourages                  
discussion, deepens comprehension, and promotes emotional connection.                                  
  To make it even more engaging, consider hosting a family book club with multiple 
copies of the same book. This creates a shared experience that your child will love, 
and it gives you both a chance to dive deeper into stories together. Remember, if 
you’re excited about reading, your child will be too! The enthusiasm you bring will 
make them eager to spend time with you and explore the worlds within books.                
  As you nurture your child’s love for reading, it’s important to understand the             
natural progression of reading skills they will develop over time. Just as children 
learn to speak one word at a time, learning to read follows a series of essential    
stages that build on one another. From recognizing print and sounds to mastering 
fluency and comprehension, each step is crucial to becoming a confident,                  
independent reader. By knowing what to expect at each stage, you can better                
support your child’s growth and celebrate their reading achievements. The following 
guide on pages 11 and 12 outlines the key components of reading development, 

providing insight into how you can help your child along this exciting journey.  

 

 

 



"Building Strong Readers: A Parent’s Guide to               
Supporting Reading Progression"   

1. Print Awareness                                                                                                        
 Definition: Understanding the basic concepts of print (how books and written 
 text work). 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Read books with your child daily, pointing to the words as you read. 
• Show them how to hold a book and turn the pages. 
• Encourage your child to notice and point out words in their environment, like 

on signs or labels. 
 

2. Oral Language Development                                                                                    
 Definition: Building vocabulary and speaking skills as a precursor to reading. 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Engage in daily conversations with your child and ask open-ended questions. 
• Encourage them to describe their day or tell a story. 
• Read aloud to your child regularly, and discuss the story afterward to en-

hance language skills. 
 

3. Phonemic Awareness                                                                                                   
 Definition: Recognizing and manipulating individual sounds (phonemes) in           
 spoken words. 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Play word games like rhyming or “I Spy” with sounds (e.g., “I spy something 

that starts with /s/”). 
• Clap out syllables of words with your child (e.g., "ba-na-na"). 
• Practice segmenting sounds by saying a word and asking your child to break 

it into individual sounds. 
 

4. Phonics (Decoding)                                                                                                  
 Definition: Understanding the relationship between sounds and letters, and 
 using this to decode written words. 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Practice letter-sound correspondences with your child using flashcards. 
• Help your child sound out simple words while reading. 
• Use magnetic letters or apps to practice building words and recognizing               

patterns. 
 



 

5. Decoding and Encoding (Reading and Spelling)                                                                                 
 Definition: Using phonics to read (decode) and spell (encode) words. 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Encourage your child to write simple words and sentences. 
• Practice spelling common words together, focusing on sound patterns. 
• Create a word wall at home with sight words your child is learning. 
 

6. Fluency                                                                                                                      
 Definition: Reading with accuracy, speed, and expression. 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Reread favorite books with your child to build confidence and fluency. 
• Model fluent reading by reading aloud to your child with expression. 
• Encourage your child to practice reading aloud daily. 

 

7. Vocabulary Development                                                                                    
 Definition: Learning and understanding the meaning of words to improve                
 reading comprehension. 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Introduce new words during daily conversations and explain their meaning. 
• When reading, pause to explain unfamiliar words and encourage your child           

to guess their meaning. 
• Play vocabulary games like “Word of the Day” or “Guess the Word” using  

context. 
 
 

8. Comprehension                                                                                                           
 Definition: Understanding and interpreting what is read. 

• How Parents Can Help: 
• Ask your child questions before, during, and after reading to check for under-

standing. 
• Encourage them to summarize what they’ve read and make predictions 

about what will happen next. 
• Connect the story to your child’s own experiences to enhance understanding. 

 

9. Motivation and Engagement 

• Let your child choose books that interest them, whether it’s fiction,                         
non-fiction, or comics. 

• Set aside dedicated reading time every day to build a routine. 
• Celebrate your child’s reading accomplishments, whether it’s finishing a book 

or learning new words. 



Reading in Action with Mrs. Sebestyen’s 
First Grade Class! 

   Check out Mrs. Sebestyen's First Grade class engaging in 
Reading in Action, where students are developing                    
essential reading skills that lay the 
foundation for future success.  

 

 

 

 

From building phonemic awareness through sound-blending 
activities to practicing fluency with expression and accuracy, 
these young readers are mastering the building blocks of                     
literacy. The class is also working on comprehension skills by 
asking and answering questions about the stories they read. 
Keep an eye out for these enthusiastic 
learners as they continue their reading 
journey with excitement and confidence!  

 

 













OTTER RUN                    

Tuesday,           

October 22 





How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department right away for alternate steps. 
 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply






www.kidscancodejax.com 

http://www.kidscancodejax.com






See attached PDF. flyer with the live link 


