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Dear Otter Families,                                                                                                   
 We are thrilled to celebrate two outstanding educators who make a              
lasting impact at Ocean Palms! Congratulations to Mrs. Crouch, our 
Teacher of the Year, and Mrs. Sweeney, our Rookie Teacher of the Year! 
These remarkable teachers will be honored at the annual district banquet 
on January 31, and we couldn't be prouder of them. Next month, we will                
continue celebrating excellence by recognizing our Adult and Youth                   
Volunteers of the Year. Stay tuned for this special announcement as we 
highlight the incredible individuals who give their time and talents to         
support our school!                                                                                                              
 We also want to give a huge thank you to our amazing PTO and             
community for making our new multi-purpose turf field a reality! The             
students are absolutely loving it, and we are grateful for your generosity 

in providing this fantastic addition to our campus. 

Testing Proctors Needed!                                                                                           
 As we approach testing season, we need your help! Proctors play a            
crucial role in ensuring a smooth testing experience by assisting teachers 
and maintaining a focused environment. Without proctors, our teachers              
cannot administer exams to their own students.                                                   
 Proctoring is simple, yet incredibly valuable, and your support makes 
a big difference for our students! If you're interested or have questions, 
please reach out to Faie Pellegrino, School Counselor, at (904) 547-
3772. To maintain fairness, proctors will not be assigned to classrooms 
where they have family members. Additionally, all volunteers must be 
cleared through school access. Thank you in advance for your time, care, 

and dedication to our students! 

FAST Proctors: OPES Proctors for FAST Testing 2025  

Upcoming Events                                                                                                 
Be sure to check out this edition of The Palms Post for upcoming events, 
including Literacy Week (January 27-31), where we’ll have fun dress-up 
days to celebrate the joy of reading! We also hope to see everyone at the 

annual Character Counts! Run/Walk. 

We appreciate all that you do to make Ocean Palms such a special 

place! 

Sincerely,                                                                                                            
Mrs. Tiffany Cantwell and Ms. Kim Bays                                                                                                                      

OPE Administration Team  

February  

1 – Character Counts Run/Walk at                   

Palencia Elementary                                                       

3 – 11 Kindness Cards on Sale                                 

11 – Interims                                                           

12 – Kindness Cards delivered                             

14 – Teacher In-service Day                                   

17 – Presidents’ Day / No School 

March 

4 – Kindergarten and First Grade Field 

Day – Schedule and procedures p. 17 

6 – Second and Third Grade Field Day 

–  Schedule and procedures p. 17 

7 – Fourth and Fifth Grade Field Day –               

Schedule and procedures p. 17 

11 – 16 PLAYERS Championship Golf                  

Tournament  

13 – Third Quarter Ends 

14 – Teacher Planning Day / No School 

17 – 21 Spring Break / No School  

24 – Classes Resume 

26 – Rain Date: Field Day 

26 – (K-1) Otter Spirit Auction with 

Teachers (2:00-3:00) 

27 – Report Cards posted on (HAC) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C48AEAD2BA2FE3-54204931-opes#/












 Testing season begins on March 31st 
and runs through May 20th. During this 
time, all students in grades K-5 will take a 
reading and math assessment, while VPK 
students will participate in a reading as-
sessment only. In addition: Grades 4 & 5 

will complete a writing assessment and Grade 5 students will also 
take a science assessment. A full assessment calendar with specific 
dates for each grade level and subject is on page 8 of this newslet-
ter. Please review it to ensure your child gets a good night’s sleep 
before testing days and is able to test with their class, rather than 
needing to take a make-up assessment later.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                           
Supporting Your Child During Testing Season                              
Encouraging a growth mindset and reinforcing test-taking              
strategies at home can help your child feel more confident and            
prepared. Some key strategies students practice in class that you 

can review at home include:                                                       

 ✔ Process of elimination – Narrowing down answer choices by 

removing incorrect options 

 

✔ Reviewing all answers – Taking the time to check responses 

before submitting the test 

 

✔ Underlining key vocabulary – Identifying important words in 

reading passages and questions 

 

✔ "Select all that apply" questions – Many test items require  

multiple correct answers, so reading carefully is essential 

Practicing these skills when reviewing classroom assessments can 
help students feel more comfortable applying them during state             

testing. 

Writing Assessment for Grades 4 & 5                                          
Students in 4th and 5th grade will participate in the B.E.S.T. Writing 
Assessment, where they will: 
 - Read multiple passages 
 - Plan and type an essay response 

 - Include proper citations 

Accessing Your Child’s Scores                                                         
If you haven’t already, sign up for the Florida Family Portal to access 
your child’s progress monitoring scores and track their growth year 
after year. The portal provides insight into how your child is progress-

ing and allows you to see their performance on each assessment. 

We appreciate your partnership in making testing season a smooth 
and successful experience for our students. Let’s help them set sail 

for success!  

April 

10 – Spring Family Night and Book Fair (5:00-8:00) 

10-17 – Spring Book Fair 

11 – FAST Testing Pep Rally for Students  

15 – Honor Choir Performance (6:00-7:00) 

16 – (2-5) Otter Spirit Auction with Teachers (2:00-3:00) 

18 – Student/Teacher Holiday/No School 

23 – Interims  

23 – Otter Spirit Auction with Resource Team (2:00-
3:00) 

24 – First Grade Music Performance (6:00-7:00) 

24 – May 30 A-Z Count Down to Summer Vacation 
starts 

May 

5 – 9 – Staff Appreciation Week 

13 – Kindergarten End of Year Celebrations 

14 – PreK & VE End of Year Celebrations 

15 – (K-5) STEM Night and Art Show (5:00-7:30) 

19 – First Grade End of Year Celebrations 

20 – Third Grade End of Year Celebrations 

21 – Second Grade End of Year Celebrations 

22 – Fourth Grade End of Year Celebrations 

22 – End of the Year Water Balloon Growth Event 

23 – Fifth Grade Talent Show (9:00-10:00) and                           
Fifth Grade Fun Day (10:00-1:00) 

26 – Memorial Day / No School  

29 – Fifth Grade Promotion Ceremonies  

(9:15-10:45) Conroy and Flowers 

(11:30-1:00) Nannetti and McVeigh  

30 – Last Day of School for Students – Fifth Grade 
Clap Out (1:20-1:45) - Early Dismissal 1:30 PreK & 1:45 
Grades K-5 

30 – Fourth Quarter Ends/Report Cards posted on 
Home Access Center (HAC) 









 

Third Grade Promotion & Retention                              

  At Ocean Palms, we are dedicated to fostering a positive and supportive           

environment for all of our students. While state guidelines require us to inform  

families about third-grade              

promotion and retention             

policies, we want to assure you 

that we do not discuss promo-

tion or retention directly with 

students. Our goal is to avoid 

creating any unnecessary stress 

or anxiety, especially related to 

testing. Instead, we encourage                

students to approach each test 

with a growth mindset, focusing 

on doing their best and 

“showing what they know.”            

We emphasize the importance of taking all assessments seriously and view 

these moments as opportunities for growth. This mindset helps us maintain a 

balanced approach that prioritizes student well-being while still meeting                  

important academic milestones. Below, we’ve outlined the state guidelines and 

additional support available to ensure all students are prepared for success in 

fourth grade and beyond.  

  According to section 1008.25(5), Florida Statutes (F.S.), to be promoted to 

fourth grade, a third-grade student must score a Level 2 or above on the 

statewide Florida Assessment of Student Thinking – English Language Arts 

(FAST-ELA) in their third progress monitoring assessment in the area of Read-

ing. The intent of the third-grade progression statute is to ensure that students 

have the necessary reading skills to be successful in grade 4 and beyond.               

  If a student does not score Level 2 or above on the third grade Eng-

lish Language Arts (ELA) assessment on Thursday, May 8, they may 

attend the district provided Summer Reading Program for additional 

reading instruction. Some third graders who score Level 1 on the statewide 

FAST-ELA can be exempted from the retention requirement and be promoted to 

fourth grade. This is called a “good cause exemption”. See page 12 for the dif-

ferent exemptions.  



 

THIRD GRADE PROGRESSION STATUE &                        

GOOD CAUSE EXEMPTIONS 

The third grade progression statute is to ensure that students have the necessary reading skills to be              

successful in grade 4 and beyond, where the rigors of reading in the content areas increase. According           

to section 1008.25(5), Florida Statutes (F.S.), to be promoted to fourth grade, a third-grade student must 

score a Level 2 or above on the statewide Florida Assessment of Student Thinking – English Language Arts 

(FAST-ELA). The following plan describes several ways for students who do not meet this standard initially 

to be promoted to fourth grade. 

If a student does not demonstrate proficiency on the statewide FAST- ELA Assessment during the third            

progress monitoring (PM3) test in May, they can attend the district provided Summer Reading Program to 

ensure they receive additional instruction. 

There is also statutory language that prohibits the statewide FAST- ELA from being the sole determiner of 

promotion and states that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews and assessments are available to the 

child to assist parents and the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and 

ready for grade promotion.  

Good Cause Exemptions 1, 4, 5, 6 Students who earn a Level 1 on the FAST for PM3 and meet one of  

the Good Cause Exemptions outlined below must also attend the Summer Reading Program. A               

student only needs to meet the criteria for one of the 6 Good Cause Exemptions.  

Good Cause Exemption #1: Limited English proficient students who have had less than two (2) years of 

instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages program based on the initial date of entry into a 

school in the United States.  

Good Cause Exemption #2: Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that partic-

ipation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with requirements of s.1008.212, 

F.S.  

Good Cause Exemption #3: Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alter-

nate standardized reading or English Language Arts assessment approved by the State Board of Education. 

Alternate Assessments: SAT-10 or STAR Reading.  

Good Cause Exemption #4: A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is 

performing at least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment. 

Good Cause Exemption #5: Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English              

Language Arts assessment and who have an individual education plan or a Section 504 Plan that reflects 

that the student has received intensive remediation in reading or English Language Arts for more than two 

years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten,  grades 1, 2 or 3. 

Good Cause Exemption #6: Students who have received intensive reading intervention for two or more 

years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 

1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of two years. A student may not be retained more than once in grade 3. 

 

 

















How Do I Get Approved to Access                               
the School Building? 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply 

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school ac-
cess is required for every individual that is not a staff member of the St. Johns County 
School District. Below are the steps every visitor must complete to access the building 
during school hours.  

1. Complete the School Access Form at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply. Do 
not wait to complete your application because the process can potentially take up 
to two weeks to clear.                                                               
 

2. Bring your ID when you check in at the front office.  
 
• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The 

only forms of proper identification are the following: 
• Current state issued driver’s license 
• Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 
• If a person has a visa and/or does not have a social security number, the applicant 

must contact the Volunteer Services department right away for alternate steps. 
 
• School access lasts for 3 year intervals. Upon approaching 3 years of access, it is the 

responsibility of the applicant to contact Volunteer Services and renew the form. To 
reduce duplication, do not complete a new form. 

https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply


 

Important Updates to Morning Drop-Off Procedures 

Beginning Monday, January 6, we will be closing a set of exterior doors previously used for student 
entry. All parent drop-off students will now enter the building through the entrance next to our Sci-
ence Lab. To ensure a smooth transition and prioritize safety, we kindly remind everyone of the              
following morning drop-off procedures: 

Drop-Off Procedures                                                                                                                          
- Please release your students closer to the front of the car line where staff members are available 
to assist.                                                                                                                                                           
- For safety, students must exit the vehicle from the right (sidewalk) side.                                                  
- Adults should remain in their vehicles during drop-off. 

Arrival Reminders                                                                                                                                     
- Supervision begins at 8:00 a.m., and instruction starts at 8:25 a.m. Students arriving before 8:00 
a.m. must be enrolled in the before-care program unless attending a club activity.      

- Parents dropping off PreK and self-contained ESE students should ensure car seats are on the 
passenger side and display their Parent pick-up (PPU) tag clearly. Staff members will assist these 
students to their classrooms. 

Important Note 
The exit lane is reserved for exiting traffic only. Any vehicle bypassing the car line will be asked to 
park and retrieve their child from the front office. We appreciate your cooperation in keeping our 
drop-off and pick-up procedures safe and efficient for everyone. Thank you for your continued sup-
port in ensuring the safety and well-being of our  students, staff, and visitors. 










