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Dear Ocean Palms Families,                                                                           
 The excitement is building as we prepare to welcome our otter raft 
back to campus! Tomorrow is our Meet the Teacher event, and we can’t 
wait to see you between 8:00–11:00 AM. The doors will open promptly 
at 8:00AM. This is a wonderful opportunity for students and families to 
explore the classroom, drop off supplies, and meet the teachers and 
staff who will guide and inspire them throughout the school year.                                                                                     
 Kindergarten families will also sign up for their child’s staggered start 
date during the event. This special start is unique to kindergarten and 
helps our otters ease into their new environment. If you plan to walk 
your child to class on their staggered start day, we ask that you arrive 
between 8:30–9:00 AM.                                                                                   
 To ensure a smooth and secure check-in, all parents  walking their 
child to class must be an approved volunteer. Please complete your 
application in Raptor today and bring a photo ID with you when you 
check in at the front office. We would truly hate to turn anyone away, 
especially on the first day of school.                                                                                
 Before or after visiting your child’s classroom, be sure to stop by the 
cafeteria, where we’ve created a one-stop shop for all your back-to-
school needs! You’ll find our Mini Book Fair, meet our business partners 
and vendors, and learn about opportunities to connect with our school 
community. It’s a great chance to get connected and take care of a few 
important to-dos in one convenient location.                                     
 We also encourage everyone to review our Student-Parent Hand-
book, which contains important information about school policies and 
procedures. Be sure to read the Palms Post in its entirety so you don’t 
miss enrichment opportunities, news, and helpful updates.                                            
 As we set sail into this new school year, we are filled with joy at the 
thought of seeing familiar faces and making new friends. Each day is a 
new opportunity to grow, take on challenges with a positive mindset, 
and build meaningful connections in our close-knit community. Let’s 
make this a year of kindness, curiosity, and celebration because every 
day, everyone, and everything truly matters!                                             
 A heartfelt thank you to our incredible PTO and generous sponsors 
for helping us kick off the year with such strong support. We can’t wait 

to see you tomorrow! 

With otterly excitement, 
Mrs. Tiffany Cantwell 
Principal 

School Spirit                

Wear Your OPE Gear 

Every Friday!  

August            

8 – Meet the Teacher/Mini Book Fair (8:00-11:00) 

11 – First day of school for PreK & Grades (1-5)  

11 – 14 Staggered Start for Kindergarten Students 

15 – All Kindergarten students report to school 

18 – Tea and Tissues for Kindergarten and New 
Families to OPE and PTO Meeting (9:00-10:30) 

18 - 22 FAST Testing for Progress Monitoring 1 

28 – Classroom Volunteer Meeting (9:00-10:00)
And CAAP Art Volunteers Meeting (10:00-11:00) 

September 

1 – Labor Day - No School 

8 - PTO Meeting (9:00-10:00) 

10 – Interims: Posted on HAC 

18 – Fifth Grade Classroom Spelling Bee 

18 – Fall Family Night with book fair and 
open house with teachers (5:00-7:00)  

19 – Teacher In-service Day  - No School  

22 – 26 Fall Book Fair – Class schedules TBA 

24 – (K,1, 3) Health Screenings (8:45-12:00) 

25 - SAC Meeting (3:15-4:15) 



Meet the Teacher – Friday, August 8  (8:00–11:00 a.m.)                               
We’re so excited to welcome all our otters new and returning for a new 

school year! During this event:                                                                              

• Kindergarten parents will sign up for their child’s staggered start day.          

• Students can drop off school supplies (online orders will be waiting in 

classrooms).                                                                                                         

• Families can explore the mini-book fair in the cafeteria.                                        

• Our amazing PTO will be there with spirit wear, volunteer sign-ups, and 

a photo area to capture your back-to-school memories.                                           

• Don’t forget: every Friday is OPE Spirit Day! Staff and students wear 

OPE gear to show their otter pride!  

Campus Safety – Raptor System & Visitor Access                         

Our students’ and staff’s safety is our top priority. All visitors entering the 

building beyond the front office during school hours must be approved 

through the St. Johns County School District's Volunteer Application sys-

tem, supported by Raptor Visitor Management. Even if you’re planning to 

walk your child to class on the first day of school, you must be approved in 

advance. Apply now at: www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/volunteer  

This includes:                                                                                                    
- Attending class events or performances,                                                       
- Eating lunch with your child                                                                               
- Volunteering in the classroom                                                                         

- Chaperoning field trips 

 

Bus Information – BusPlanner & Chipmunk App                                         
Starting this year, all bus transportation information will be accessed 
through BusPlanner and its mobile companion, the Chipmunk app. HAC no 

longer provides bus route details. 

Use BusPlanner to: View your child’s assigned bus stop, route, and pick-
up/drop-off times. Receive alerts for route changes or delays and confirm 

transportation updates or special requests 

Bus routes will be available starting July 30, 2025. 

Visit: https://sjcsd.mybusplanner.com/ or download Chipmunk in 

your app store.  

Need help? Contact Routing Specialist Tiffany Bravo at (904) 547-8076. 

October           

2 - Individual Student Pictures  

3 – Fifth Grade School Spelling Bee                   
(9:00-10:30) 

6 - PTO Meeting (9:00-10:00)  

10 – First Quarter Ends 

10 – Otter Run Pep Rally for students  

13 – Teacher Planning Day -  No School 

21 – (K-5) Otter Run Day – Schedule TBA 

22 – Report Cards posted on HAC 

23 - SAC Meeting (3:15-4:15) 

23 & 24 – Rain Dates for Otter Run 

27 – 31 Canned Food Drive 

27 – 31 Red Ribbon Week  

November 

TBD – Art to Remember orders due  

3 – 5 Treats for Troops Candy Donation/Drive 

3 – 28 Holiday Toy Drive for OPE Otters 
through Amazon 

7 – Veteran’s Day Flag Placement 

10 - PTO Meeting (9:00-10:00) 

10 – Rain Date: Veteran’s Day Flag                 
Placement 

11 – Veterans Day - No School 

13 – Interims: Posted on HAC 

13 - Picture Retake Day  

14 – Sumo Wrestling Show for students  

20 - SAC Meeting (3:15-4:15) 

24 – 28 Thanksgiving Break - No School 

 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/volunteer
https://sjcsd.mybusplanner.com/






What is Kindergarten Staggered Start?                                                  
Staggered Start provides an opportunity for the kindergarten teacher to work with a 
small group of students each day to teach rituals and routines and ensure students 
are comfortable with their environment before introducing them to the entire class.  

 

How does Staggered Start work?                                                                  
On Friday, August 8, at Meet the Teacher Kindergarten families will select one of the 
following days: August 11, 12, 13, or 14 to participate in Staggered Start.   

• Monday 8/11/25 (Dismissal 2:45) 

• Tuesday, 8/12/25 (Dismissal 2:45) 

• Wednesday, 8/13/25 (Early Dismissal 1:45) 

• Thursday, 8/14/25 (Dismissal 2:45) 

• Friday, 8/15/25 - All Kindergarten Students Report to School                
(Dismissal 2:45)  

 

What time is Staggered Start drop off?                                                                                 
We are asking parents of kindergarten students who wish to walk their child to class 
during staggered start to complete the visitor access application on Raptor and            
arrive at school between (8:40-9:00) on the staggered start day they signed up for at 
Meet the Teacher. Please bring your photo ID for check in. Kindergarten students 
riding the bus to school on their staggered start day will be assisted to class by OPE 
Staff.  
 

When do all Kindergarten Students Start?                                                                                
All Kindergarten students will report to school on Friday, August 15 during our          
regular arrival time (8:00-8:25).  Please note that every Wednesday is early release 
and we dismiss at 1:45.   











Home Access Center (HAC) for K–5 Parents 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/ 

The Home Access Center (HAC) provides parents with secure, password-protected access to im-

portant information about their child’s education. Through this web-based system, you can 

view: 

• Attendance 

• Report cards 

• Schedules 

• Assessment data 

HAC is part of our district’s eSchoolPlus Student Information System. To get started, please 

complete the Home Access Center User Registration form, available on the district’s website.              

If you experience any issues creating your account, please contact: Vicki Morales                               

Email: Vicki.Morales@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 

 

Parentsquare – Mass Communication System                                      
www.parentsquare.com/signin  

 

What is ParentSquare? 

ParentSquare is our new district-wide communication platform. It brings together everything you 

need in one place messages from the principal, 

updates from your child’s teacher, reminders, 

forms, and more! 

 

How to Get Started: 

• Go to: www.parentsquare.com/signin Use 

the email or phone number you provided to the 

school when you registered. 

• Download the free app Search “ParentSquare” in 

the App Store or Google Play 

• Sign in and customize your notifications and lan-

guage settings 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/hac/
mailto:Vicki.Morales@stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://www.parentsquare.com/signin
http://www.parentsquare.com/signin














https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com/store/19053




STAY CONNECTED TO OPE! We encourage everyone to follow 

our PTO’s  Instagram and Facebook pages for hot off the press 

information and fabulous footage of our school events!                                                                

OPE’s Website - https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us                                                                         

PTO’s Website - https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com                                                                                                                             

PTO’s Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/                                                                                        

PTO’s Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/opepto/ 

https://www-ope.stjohns.k12.fl.us
https://opepto.membershiptoolkit.com
https://www.facebook.com/OceanPalmsPTO/
https://www.instagram.com/opepto/







































